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MOCK PARLIAMENT

A successful Democratic government can strive and 
succeed when the citizenry is trained in democratic practices. 
In order to achieve this objective, the Department of Political 
Science, Bangalore University, organised a Mock Parliament 
by Post-Graduate students of the Department on 13th October 
2022. 22 students  actively took part in the competition. The 
module published by the Department of Parliamentary Affairs, 
Government of Karnataka formed the resource material for the 
training. 

 Members of the Opposition raised questions on current 
events ranging from the Ukraine war to the law and order issues 
in the country. The Prime Minister and his Council of Ministers 
ably answered questions raised on the floor. A noteworthy 
component of the Mock Parliament was the discussion on the 
price rise during a Calling Attention Motion. The parliamentary 
proceedings ended with the passing of a Bill related to 
centralised admission process to professional courses. Prof. D. 
Jeevan Kumar (Retd.), delivered the inaugural speech and also 
adjudged the competition. Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy and Prof. 
S Y. Surendra Kumar of the Department of Political Science, 
Bangalore University, were the other two adjudicators of the 
competition. Prof. Veena Devi, Chairperson of the Department 
of Political Science, Bangalore University, presided over the 
competition. 

Activity

The Mentors of the Mock 
Parliament 

Dr. Bharath D Malali, 
Lecturer of Political Science 

Government P.U. College
Harohalli, Ramanagara.

 Dr. Nagesh K L
Principal

 Government P.U. College, 
Laxmipura, Ramanagara
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Prof. Veena Devi 
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Principal

PU College, Ramanagara

The Caste Factor
With the 2023 Assembly elections about 

five months away, electioneering has kick-started in 
Karnataka. Much of the politics in this election seems 
to be revolving around caste, religion, language and 
personality; over employment and development politics; 
as well as social security. In Karnataka, caste and polls 
go hand in hand. Politicians from the BJP, Congress and 
JDS have all played the caste card to their advantage. The 
two major communities, Lingayats and Vokkaligas have 
dominated the poll scenario in Karnataka for decades.

The trend of Caste Politics also has a different 
angle to note in terms of positive discrimination due to 
recent caste-based and population-based reservations 
dialogue over the other much discussed EWS. 
The implementation of the Justice Nagamohandas 
Commission report that saw a passage through an 
Ordinance increasing the reservation quota for Scheduled 
Castes and Tribes from 15 percent to 17 percent and 03 to 
07 percent, respectively, was meant to woo this important 
segment. However, it is still unclear if the government is 
planning to adjust the increase in the quota under the 
existing 50 per cent reservation cap or may go for an 
entry in the 9th Schedule of the Indian Constitution. The 
additional quota takes the total reservation in the state to 
56 percent. 

Caste politics is anything but a new thing for 
Karnataka. The gradual disintegration of the Janata Dal 
in the late 1990s allowed the BJP to make its inroads into 
South India, through Karnataka. Karnataka became the 
first state down South to see the Bhartiya Janata Party 
coming to power. The role of mutts and seers has evolved 
over the years. Till the 1980s, mutts and seers were only 
involved in social and religious matters. However, that 
started to change as many seers started to get involved 
in politics. Ever since, prominent politicians cutting 
across party lines have been paying frequent visits to 
mutts and seeking the validation of the seers ahead of 
a political crisis or elections. This is being repeated as 
a political tool  by the political leadership in both the 
ruling government and the opposition. 

Perspectives
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It can be said that caste could well be 
the most important factor in deciding the vote in 
Karnataka 2023 elections, as it has been proved 
in four elections of the last two decades. In recent 
times, the struggle for caste-based reservation 
has impacted many communities. Panchamasali 
Lingayat Samaj has stated that they community 
should be included in 2A reservation.  The 
emphasis on EWS shows the importance of 
reservation in politics. The Vokkaliga community 
is a crucial vote bank in the state. Theyhave 
demnded  that 12 per cent reservation should be 
given to them instead of 4 percent. Since these two 
communities have not only limited their demands 
to reservation but are additionally asking for 
the post of Chief Minister, raises questions on 
the working of democracy. Release of the caste 
census report is also becoming an election issue 
amid growing demand for implementation of the 
Sadashiva Commission report on reservation for 
Dalit communities.

Meanwhile, along with the demand 
that Siddaramaiah belonging to the Kuruba 
community should become the Chief Minister 
for another term, the stance of including the 
Scheduled Tribes group can be seen as a clever 
move to gain status through forest herders. The 
politically manoeuvring of seeking the post of 
Chief Minister on the basis of caste has been 
discussed as a part of caste engineering in the 
state elections of 2023. The unanimous statement 
of the Dalit Swamis, the statements of the abbots 
of the Okkaliga Matts, the stand of the monks of 
the Kuruba community, the Lingayats portraying 
themselves as the claimants to this post -  it is 
clear that the election agenda of all parties is to 
highlight the codification of caste based votes 
and appeasement.

While all parties have a keen eye on the 
Muslim vote, the JDS seems to have given it a 
little more priority.  The Congress vote share in 
general elections has declined dramatically with 
the rise of the BJP whose vote share in Assembly 
elections has risen slightly and consistently, 
between 2004 and now. Onm the other hand,  
the JDS has experienced a decline in its vote 

share over the past two decades. There is a key 
difference even as the party stands to get wiped 
out at the national level, with its vote share 
crumbling from over 20 per cent in 2004 to below 
10 per cent in 2019, though the rate of its decline 
in Assembly elections is far less. 

Between 2004 and 2018, the JDS lost just 
2 per cent of its vote base and remains a clear 
third in Karnataka. The 2023 Assembly elections 
could either widen or sharpen the  bipolarity 
between the two dominant party INC and BJP.  
The recent developments in Karnataka over 
religious practices such as voice of factions on 
the hijab, halal, azaan etc. and the counter with 
the alternate such as jhatka cut, bhagawa stole 
etc., are the curious factors that may play a 
role in the upcoming elections.  Violence in the 
cities of Shimoga, Hubballi and Udupi where 
communal forces have tried to destroy  peace 
and harmony is condemned by the political 
parties but the allegations remain. The call for a 
ban on Muslim vendors from trading during the 
festival season is a new addition to the politics 
of hate. A senior leader from the ruling party has 
questioned the State Government’s “silence” 
over the ban on Muslim vendors from trading 
during temple festivals. The average voter will 
be keenly observing the drama being played out 
by all political parties in the coming days. The 
results of the 2023 Karnataka Assembly elections 
would serve as a bench mark for the Lok Sabha 
elections of 2024.

The moment you clasp an infant to 
your heart, you realize that nobody 
is born into a caste.

- Rabindranath Tagore

Caste is not a physical object like a wall of 
bricks or a line of barbed wire which pre-
vents the Hindus from co-mingling and 
which has, therefore, to be pulled down. 
Caste is a notion; it is a state of the mind.

- Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
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Prof. Krishna Hombal 
Department of Studies in Political 
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Advantage For BJP?
“Democracy is not only a philosophy but also 

a form of government and way of life”. India is the 
world’s largest multiparty democracy. BJP is one among 
the national political parties. It has gradually shot up to 
prominence in Indian politics. Currently, it is in power 
at the Union and 18 states including Karnataka. This is 
evidence of its power potential. During 2023 summer, 
Karnataka will be witnessing the heat and light of 
electoral politics. Therefore, this paper examines these 
significant questions: Will BJP come to power once again 
in Karnataka after the polls? What are the opportunities 
and obstacles it has on its way? Although it is premature 
to precisely predict, it is necessary to understand the 
opportunities and obstacles for BJP in the ensuing 2023 
Karnataka Legislative Assembly elections.

Opportunities
(a) Polarization of Votes: “Key to power lies in respect for 
diversity”. Karnataka is a multi-religious State. Still, BJP 
is vying for Hindu votes. As per 2011 census, Karnataka 
has 84% Hindus and 16% Minorities. Therefore, BJP 
relies upon Hindu votes and sensitive issues like CAA, DJ 
Halli and KJ Halli incidents, enactment of the Karnataka 
Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act, 
2020, progress in the construction of Sri Ram Temple in 
Ayodhya, Hijab, Ajaan, Halal, Srirangapatana’s Jumma 
Masjid, Chamarajpet’s Idga and Varanasi’s Gyanavapi 
disputes and religious conversion for getting more 
number of Hindu votes. (b) Congress (I)’s Scandals: 
Corruption is leukaemia everywhere. BJP is eager 
to use D. K Shivakumar’s disproportionate assets, 
Siddaramaiah’s Arkavati Denotification, Habolt watch 
and Teachers Recruitment Scandals and Rahul and Sonia 
Gandhi’s National Herald cases to corner the Congress 
(I) in the 2023 Assembly Election. (c) Emergence of AAP 
and SDPI: AAP and SDPI are growing as alternatives to 
Congress and JDS in Karnataka. AAP is citing its Delhi 
government’s performance for attracting Karnataka 
voters. Similarly, SDPI is raking up communally sensitive 
issues like Hijab, Ajaan, Halal, etc. for countering 

Note: The views are those of the individual  
author and do not reflect the views of the  
editors/ publishers
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BJP. But its electoral strategy may likely divide 
Muslim minority votes among non-BJP parties. 
(d) BJP’s Top Brass: BJP’s top brass is the envy 
of all political parties. According to Morning 
Consult Intelligence Survey Report-2022, PM 
Modi has surpassed Joe Biden and Vladimir 
Putin in Global Popularity by scoring 75% of 
the approval rates from Indians. Therefore, PM 
Modi, Amit Shah, Jaishankar, Yogi Adityanath 
and B. S Yediyurappa’s charismatic leadership 
may capture the minds of Karnataka voters. 
(e) In-fighting in Congress: KPCC President 
D.K. Shivakumar and Opposition Leader 
Siddaramaiah are covertly fighting for CM’s 
post. Minorities (14%), Kurubas (7.1%) and 
the Dalit Right are supporting Siddaramaiah. A 
section of Vokkaligas (8.1%) are supporting D. 
K. Shivakumar. This infighting may reward BJP. 
(f) Reservation Hike: BJP is wooing SCs and STs 
by issuing an Ordinance on 23rd October 2022 for 
increasing reservation for SCs from 15% to 17% 
and for STs from 3% to 7%. This grand strategy 
may help BJP in winning over SCs and STs who 
constitute 1/4th of the State population. (g) BJP 
Workforce and Financial Strength: In 2019-20, 
BJP’s official work force was 180 million (14% 
of the Indian population) and Rs. 4847 crore Party 
Fund (69% of total parties’ fund). But Congress 
(I) had only 45 million official workers (3.3% of 
the Indian population) and Rs. 588 crore Party 
Fund (8.42% of total parties’ fund). This vivifies 
BJP’s superiority over Congress. (h) Decline of 
Crime Rates: Decline of crime rates as per IPC 
from 1, 48,000 in 2016 to 1,06,330 in 2020 in 
Karnataka is itself a remarkable achievement. 
Karnataka and Gujarat are identified as least 
crime rate states in India. BJP is likely to place 
this before the electorate in 2023. (i) Reduction 
of Unemployment: Reducing unemployment is 
the responsibility of the government. According 
to Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy survey, 
unemployment rate was 21% during Covid. But 
it declined to 7.8% in June 2022. Same survey 
reported that both Gujarat and Karnataka have 
less unemployment rate in the country. State BJP 
may use this for its advantage.

Obstacles 
Although, BJP’s path is strewn with flowers, 

it is not free from thorns. The following obstacles 
prove this:  (a) Gruesome Murder of BJP workers: 
BJP’s Hindu activists like Harsha, Praveenkumar 
Nettaru, Kannaiah Lal of Udaypur for his support 
to Nupur Sharma’s statement and murder of 
Muhammed Fazil of Suratkal by Hindu youths 
in retaliation to Praveenkumar Nettaru mirror 
communal violence. BJP activists damaging its 
President Nalinkumar Katil’s car during protest 
against the murder of Nettaru indicates BJP 
activists’ anguish against the government. (b) 
Corruption Charges: Corruption charges are 
noose around state BJP’s neck. Mr. Kempanna, 
the President of the Contractors Association 
and Santhosh Patil’s accusations impelled 
Congress (I) to launch a tireless “PayCM and 
SayCM” campaign against BJP. Although, BJP 
government has cancelled PSI recruitment and 
ordered investigation even into the 2012-13 
and 2014-15 Congress (I)’s teacher recruitment 
scams, it cannot escape from the public criticism. 
These charges are demoralizing party workers. 
(c) Price Rise: Consumers are boiling with wrath 
against BJP government for the ever-increasing 
price rise. 1 litre petrol rate was Rs. 73  in 2019; 
its current rate is more than Rs. 100. In October 
2021, inflation was 4.8%. But it rose to 7.41% 
in October 2022 on the basis of Consumer Price 
Index. In 2019, the Food Price Inflation was 
6.81%; it increased to 13.42% in October 2022. 
Opposition Parties will place this before the 
voters to beat the BJP. (d)  “Operation Lotus”:  
Since 2008, BJP has been using “Operation 
Lotus” for engineering defection. In 2019, it 
toppled Congress-JDS Coalition Government 
by this mechanism. It was widely reported that 
BJP had paid huge sums of money to Congress 
and JDS’s MLAs to defect to BJP.  Conscience-
keeping voters and ethical politicians are naturally 
intolerant about this means of dirty politics. (e) 
Ineffective Leadership in State BJP: State BJP 
leadership is found to be ineffective. Although 
CM Basavaraj Bommai, Eeshwarappa, Jagadeesh 
Shettar and others claim to be the leaders, they 

Perspectives
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are not mass leaders like B.S. Yediyurappa, 
Siddaramaiah and H.D Kumaraswamy. Its 
leadership condition is comparable to the current 
national Congress leadership. This may be an 
obstacle to BJP in the polls. (f) Reservation 
Politics:  Dominant communities are demanding 
more reservation in the wake of reservation 
for SCs and STs. Panchamasalis are urging 
to shift their reservation from 3B (4%) to 2A 
(12%). Vokkaligas are demanding an increase 
in their reservation from 4% to 8%. Kurubas are 
demanding to be included  in the ST category. 
This rat race for reservation may likely hinder 
BJP. (g) Ineffective Disaster Management: BJP 
Government’s ineffective Disaster Management 
appears to be a glaring obstacle. People of 
various districts of Karnataka and Bengaluru 
City have suffered due to heavy rain, floods and 
inundation since 2018. ‘Poor Urban Governance’ 
and ‘Rajakaluve Encroachment’ are responsible 
for the submergence of Bangaluru. BJP 
government’s action against illegal encroachment 
of Rajakaluves is found to be discriminatory. 

Therefore, voters are unhappy with the BJP. 
(h) Farmers’ Woes: According to 2011 census, 
Karnataka has 13.74 million farmers. Nearly 
55 lakh farmers of Karnataka are receiving 
Rs. 6000 from PM Kisan Nidhi and Rs. 4000 
from Government of Karnataka annually. But 
unfulfilled demands of the sugarcane growers and 
burning problems of the farmers will once again 
crop up during 2023 polls. (i) Miscellaneous 
Issues: Over and above these, some miscellaneous 
issues will bother BJP in 2023 polls. BJP leaders’ 
unparliamentarily words, imposition of Hindi, 
Covid mismanagement, State BJP Government’s 
inability to get favourable development packages 
for state, unfulfilled promises of the BJPs Election 
Manifesto and Text Book Controversy are still 
bitter pills to swallow. 

In conclusion it may be stated that the 
impact of the above-mentioned opportunities 
and obstacles will however be determined by 
the BJP’s efforts, receptivity of the voters, and 
Opposition parties’ ability to contain BJP and 
convince the voters otherwise.

Perspectives

 Prize winners - 1st Prize - Raghu B M (Speaker), 2nd Prize - Mallikarjuna (Leader of Opposition), 
3rd Prize – Ramalingappa (Prime Minister), 4th prize – Kavya H V (Agriculture Minister) and 

 5th Prize- Harsha (Opposition leader).

Continued from page 1......
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Advantage For INC?
The recent Himachal Pradesh assembly election 

results and Rahul Gandhi’s Bharata Jodo Yatra have 
boosted the Indian National Congress (INC) about its 
ability to challenge the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
in the upcoming 2023 Legislative Assembly elections 
in Karnataka. The party has been a traditional player 
and, for a brief time, has found resistance from Janata 
Dal-Secular (JDS) and the BJP in Karnataka. Among 
the South Indian states, the INC is stronger and capable 
of forming a government in Kerala and Karnataka. Its 
existence is on ventilators in Tamil Nadu, Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh due to a vacuum in leadership and bad 
strategies. 

The INC Karnataka can win the election if it can 
set its house right and make its priorities clear to the 
voters apart from strategising at the grassroots. When we 
say priorities, it should be considered that the INC has 
a much more powerful political party to take on in the 
form of the BJP, which has abundant money, power and 
social media. No doubt the BJP is a cadre-based party, 
and they can go to the grassroots level, which once was 
a forte of the INC. Certain districts are very strong forts 
of the BJP where perhaps the INC should not invest itself 
too much like that of Dakshina Kannada and Udupi. It 
has a fair chance to get its act right in several other parts 
of Karnataka, which is a mixed bag. It is here that the 
INC has to fully put in its resources and have a focused 
strategy to highlight the good work and programmes 
taken up by previous INC governments. Recently, there 
seems to be a season of Yatras of all sorts by different 
political parties across Karnataka to win the voters. 

Every political party in Karnataka flexes its 
muscle strongly rooted in caste calculations. How much 
ever the INC boasts itself to be secular, it has already 
been painted as anti-Hindutva by the BJP and its like-
minded organisations. They seem to be weaponizing the 
Tippu Jayanti to Siddaramaiah’s entry into Dharmasthala 
temple after consuming non-veg. This is a sticky issue 
on which the INC seems to be divided. The two tall 
leaders of the INC, D K Shivakumar and Siddharamaiah, 
are not on the same ground. This is very clearly visible 

Dr. Nanda Kishor M S
Associate Professor 

Department of Politics and 
International Studies 

Pondicherry University
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to the public. This might even work in one way. 
If Siddaramaiah is appealing for the secular 
votes from all walks of life, D K Shivakumar is 
balancing it by visiting temples and, at the same 
time, reaching out to minorities as well. Perhaps 
the INC has to bring out a Dalit face to unite 
many groups. They have Dr G Parameshwar, but 
the leadership seems hesitant to play it out as the 
top leaders feel that may snatch away the dream 
of becoming Chief Ministers. 

The AHINDA votes on which 
Siddaramaiah is relying is for sure going to be 
with him, and he need not worry much about it as 
his credentials are not questioned regarding his 
commitment to AHINDA. He regularly invokes 
Devraj Urs and speaks about his caste on many 
occasions. The Lingayat votes, which are, as of 
now, seem to be concentrated with the BJP, can 
also be turned ups and down if politicians like M B 
Patil can be effectively utilised. The 2011 census 
estimates say the Lingayats and the Vokkaligas 
are 17 and 15 per cent, respectively, and the 
Scheduled Caste is around 17.5 per cent. This 
is perhaps all the political parties in Karnataka 
are targeting. In North Karnataka, the BJP relies 
heavily on the Veerashaiva-Lingayats as their 
vote base. The INC has an advantage this time if 
they can utilise the blunder committed by the BJP 
in textbook revision. The textbook committee 
was accused of several issues, including the 
alleged omission of the chapter on Basavanna. 
This issue was raised by several seers, and 
the Chief Minister flung it into action to avoid 
embarrassment by asking for a report. If the INC 
succeeds in using this as an opportunity, then 
the Veerashaiva-Lingayat equation can work in 
favour of the INC. The other issues of chapters of 
Narayana Guru, Periyar, Bhagat Singh and Tipu 
Sultan may favour the INC, and it will perhaps 
weaponise it. 

The Hijab controversy in Karnataka has 
a mixed outcome. For sure, it has distanced the 
Muslim community further from the BJP, and 
at the same time, one can not say it has equally 
brought credit to the INC. Several leaders of the 
INC, including Shivakumar and Siddharamaih, 
spoke in favour of the Muslim community, but 

there was a feeling it was not enough. If the INC 
succeeds in reminding the Muslim community 
regarding this and assures them that in the worst 
of conditions, it is the INC that would remain 
as an alternative in Karnataka, not nothing else 
would perhaps bring the Muslim community 
votes for them. The Christian community was 
enraged by the passage of the anti-conversion 
law in Karnataka. They tried their best to put up 
apprehension but without any positive results. 
The INC will be accused of not doing enough to 
stop the Bill, but at the same time, they would 
still appreciate the INC rule of the previous terms 
when they felt assured. This perhaps should bring 
the minority votes for the INC, and the party 
should galvanise such an opportunity. 

There is no doubt that the JDS will try 
to compete with the INC in the race to appease 
the minorities and woo the Vokkaliga votes. The 
competition for the secular vote base will further 
intensify as the elections become nearer. Any day, 
if the INC and JDS get a good number of seats, 
they would still end up coming together by setting 
aside all their bitterness and problems. This is 
possible as both political parties feel threatened 
by the rise of the BJP and its polarisation politics. 
As long as they don’t eat each other’s vote share 
and give it away on the platter to the BJP, the 
possibility of a non-BJP government would be 
a reality. There would be pressure to resolve the 
anti-conversion issue, text book controversy and 
also to increase the reservation for the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes which the BJP has 
done partially. 

The INC has a greater chance to win the 
elections on two premises. One, it has to highlight 
the manner in which the present government of 
the BJP was formed by breaking the coalition of 
the INC-JDS. The BJP is circumvented by the 
corruption charges from police recruitments to 
contracts given in Karnataka, which was famously 
called the 40% commission government. 
Joblessness, inflation and price rise are also very 
important issues that should be highlighted as 
the failure of the BJP. The price rise leading to 
difficulty in purchasing basic commodities had 
cost Bihar for the BJP in the past, and the INC 

Perspectives
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should strategise along these lines. The second 
premise is to highlight some of the good works 
of the Siddaramaiah government. The Anna 
Bhagya scheme was a real trump card of the INC 
government, and it was appreciated by all the 
groups who were recipients. The Indira canteen 
was a replica of the Amma canteen in Tamil Nadu. 
It was also a great relief for the urban population, 
especially the migrant workers and daily wage 
labourers. Other schemes for the farmers and 

minorities were also very successful. 
If the INC balances its poll strategy with a mix 
of offence and defence, there are greater chances 
of winning the upcoming election in Karnataka. 
Any strategy, for that matter, requires a clear 
vision, mission and committed leadership without 
infighting. Will INC be able to pull it off in 2023 
will be an interesting episode in Karnataka 
Politics. 

Advantage For JD (S)?
Democracy has got two aspects—normative 

and practical. The normative aspect of democracy deals 
with political values like equality, liberty, fraternity etc. 
whereas the practical aspect of democracy includes 
standing for election, canvassing, and voting etc., 
So elections are the concrete and integral aspect of 
democracy. The state of Karnataka is going for a general 
election in 2023, where, voters can see the contest 
between Congress, BJP and JD(S). This paper tries to 
address the prospects and challenges for JD(S) to come 
to power in 2023.  

In India, internal emergency was imposed from 
1975 to 1977. In 1977, general elections were declared 
at the national level and the Janata Party (coalition of 
smaller parties) was formed to oppose the Indian National 
Congress. In 1988, the smaller parties merged with the 
Janata Party to form the Janata Dal (JD) and they formed 
the United Front. In 1999, there was a major split in the 
Janata Dal over the issue of supporting the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
Government at the national level. This split in the Janata 
Dal led to the birth of the Janata Dal (Secular) party 
under the leadership of Sri H. D. Deve Gowda. The other 
faction was called the Janata Dal (United), and it became 
part of the ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
 In 1999 Assembly elections, JD(S) won 10 seats. 
In 2004 Assembly elections, JD(S) won 58 seats, and 
in collaboration with the Congress Party, formed the 
government in Karnataka. The Congress Party under the 
leadership of Dharam Singh formed the government. 
This coalition lasted for 20 months; JD(S) removed its 

Dr. Suresha K C
Assistant Professor and Coordinator
Department of Studies and Research 

in Public Administration
Tumkur University, Tumkuru
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support given to the Congress Government. After 
this, JD(S) decided to make an alliance with BJP 
to share with it the post of Chief Minister for 
20 months each. Sri Kumaraswamy H D, who 
became the Chief Minister from February 2006 
to October 2007, refused to vacate the chair of 
Chief Minister after the completion of his term. 
This led BJP to pull back the support given to 
JD(S) and the government lost its power. In 2008 
Assembly election, JD(S) could only win 28 
seats and BJP won 110 seats and with the help of 
independent candidates formed the government. 
In 2014, JD(S) won 40 seats. In 2018 general 
elections, JD(S) promised various pro-farmer 
measures, which resulted in winning 37 seats, 
decreasing its tally from 40 seats in 2014 general 
election. 

In 2023, the contest in Karnataka general 
election will be among three major parties: BJP, 
Congress and JD(S) with a possibility of MIM (All 
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen) entering the 
scene at the last movement to corner the votes 
of Muslims on religious agenda. The Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly consists of 224 seats and 
a party requires 113 seats to come to power. If 
you observe the possibility of each party coming 
to power, except the Congress, no party has 
presence in all the 224 seats. So, if the Congress 
Party prepares a proper strategy, it can garner 
around 150 to 180 seats. While BJP has strong 
presence in around 120 constituencies, it can win 
around 110 to 120 seats with proper preparation 
for the election. JD(S) has presence in around 
60 constituencies; it has got the possibility of 
winning maximum 40 to 50 seats with a lot of 
hard work. 
 Geographically, Karnataka can be divided 
into four parts namely, (a) Old Mysore region; (b) 
Hyderabad Karnataka; (c) Mumbai Karnataka 
and (d) Central Karnataka. Old Mysore region 
has the strong presence of Vokkaliga caste who 
generally support JD(S); adding to this, JD(S) also 
depends on Muslim vote bank. The Congress(I) 
has presence in all the regions but it is stronger in 
Hyderabad Karnataka as it was the Congress which 
gave HK (Hyderabad Karnataka) reservation 
in education and employment. Caste-wise, the 

Congress has the backing of Dalit (Right group); 
Kurubas (due to the leadership of Siddaramaiah 
in Congress) and other backward castes. BJP has 
strong presence in Dakshina Kannada, Udupi, 
Chikkamangalur (Old Mysore Region), Mumbai 
Karnataka and Central Karnataka. Caste-wise, 
Lingayats, Brahmins, Dalits (Left group) and 
some of the other backward castes strongly 
support BJP.

Political Strategy of JDS for 2023 Polls 
JDS has projected the high ambition 

of winning 123 seats in 2023 general election. 
It could achieve this magic number only in 
1985 general election under the leadership of 
Ramakrishna Hegde when the undivided Janata 
Parivar won 139 seats. If the election happens 
today, JD(S) can win 35-45 seats, this number 
can be increased up to 50-60 seats, if it works 
very hard for another 4 to 5 months. Even JD(S) 
leaders know this well, and they cannot achieve 
this Herculean task of achieving 123 seats, 
without proper supporting strategies.

Appoint C.M. Ibrahim as the President 
of JD(S) Party and Sri. Kumar Swamy H D 
announced that next Chief Minister of Karnataka 
will be from Muslim Community.

JD(S) is also trying to attract Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe vote because BJP 
increased their reservation percentage from 
15 to 17%. Therefore, Sri. Kumarswamy H D 
announced that Karnataka will have a Dalit 
Chief Minister if JD(S) comes to power in 2023 
General Election. This is interesting because he 
announced earlier that a Muslim will be made 
next Chief Minister if party comes to power in 
2023.

JD(S) Party under the leadership of Sri. 
Kumarswamy H D wants to re-organise the party 
into a cadre-based party based on BJP’s Uttar 
Pradesh model. Booth-wise workers will be 
organised, and two workers will be chosen for 
providing information about the daily activities 
of each booth to the main office. In turn, the main 
office will have a war room which will consolidate 
all the information and this information will be 
used for strengthening the party from the ground 
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level.
JD(S) party has decided to release the list 

of candidates contesting for election, a month 
before. Therefore, the candidate gets enough 
time to prepare strategies for election and get 
connected with the local people. The Party thinks 
that this will increase the winnability of the 
party candidate. JD(S) party is also working on 
strategies to regain its strong seat base like Sira, 
K.R.Pete, etc. which it lost during by-elections. 
Moreover, Sri Kumar Swamy H D wants to get a 
base in Northern part of Karnataka, where it does 
not have a base and the party wants to project 
itself in North Karnataka as an alternative to BJP 
and Congress.

JD(S) Party is also concentrating on 
water and border issues as they are emotional 
and necessary issues for people. For example, 
MakeDattuYojane, border problem with 
Maharashtra.

JD(S) Party under the leadership of Sri. 
H.D. Kumarswamy started Pancharatna Yojana 
Yathre, which began on November 18, 2022. The 
party claims to have spent Rs. 1.25 lakh over a 
period of five years on mainly five issues like: 
with regard to Education: (a) the Party wants to 
keep Rs. 25,000 crores for education. It wants 
to provide free education from LKG to 12th 

Standard. One high-tech school will be opened 
in all 6,000 Gram Panchayats and one high-tech 
school for 2 to 3 wards in City Corporations, 
Nagarasabha and Purasabha; (b) Party wants to 
give stress on girls education; (c) Specially-abled 
and slow learning students will be provided a 
separate room in each school where special care 
will be given to these students.  Health sector (a) 
Every Gram Panchayat will have a 30-bed high 
tech hospital; (b) Free ambulance and Rs. 25-30 
lakh health insurance will be issued to BPL card 
holders; (c) Rs. 25,000 crore will be reserved 
for health sector. Raitha Chaithanya: (a) Free 
distribution of seeds and fertilizers to farmers 
before Kharif and Rabi season; (b) Free electricity 
for agriculture pump sets; (c) Technology based 
agriculture allied activities and Rs. 25,000 crore 
will be spent on agriculture. Vasanthi Aasare 
(Housing Scheme): (a) Rs.25000 crore will be 

kept for constructing houses for poor people; (b) 
Modern technological facility will be provided 
where housing scheme is implemented. Yuva 
Jana Marga and Mahila Sabalikarna (Youth 
and Women Empowerment): (a) Rs. 25000 
crore rupees will be spent for youth and women 
empowerment; youth will be provided with skill 
training. (b) Women will be trained to make 
household artefacts. 

Overall, Kumaraswamy is very clear 
that in 2018 election he promised waiving of 
loans for farmers or free schemes, now he knows 
they are not economically sustainable. So in 
2023 assembly elections he wants to invest on 
empowering all sections of the society so as not 
to make them dependent on the government.

The Challenges
(a) D(S) has to compete with two 

national parties BJP and Congress. In case of the 
Congress, it depends on same vote bank on which 
JD(S) also depends on. For example, Muslim, 
Women, Dalit, etc. (b) Top level leaders in JD 
(S) including Sri. Siddaramaiah, Sri. Jammer 
Ahmad, etc. have left the party and joined the 
Congress or BJP in recent decades. Because of 
which JD(S) has lost mass leaders who can win 
seats in the election. Moreover, JD(S) has failed to 
replace such leaders from within its cadre. (c) Sri. 
Kumaraswamy.H.D became the Chief Minister of 
Karnataka twice; first time during 2009, he gave 
a popular administration through programmes 
like gramavasthavya. But during second term in 
2018, he confined himself to the Chief Minister’s 
office and failed to provide the same popular 
administration. So the challenge remains to win 
the support and faith of people to regain power.
(d) After 2014 Assembly elections at the national 
level, the process of conducting and managing 
elections using technology, development agenda 
and emotionally connecting issues have become 
prominent strategies in elections. JD(S) which 
depends heavily on traditional ways of winning 
elections, needs to resort to new ways of winning 
the election.  (e) North Karnataka and some of the 
old Mysore regions where JD(S) has no base or 
is losing its base, needs to build its support base 
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at the ground level, for which it requires a clear 
strategy. A dedicated work force remains another 
challenge. Adding to this, the Party requires more 
popular leaders from all sections of society to 
connect with the masses. 
 Overall, JD(S) wants to win 123 seats in 
2023 general elections so that it can implement 
party agenda independently. By assessing its 
party base, leadership strategy and mood of the 
people, it is clearly visible that JD(S) cannot 
achieve this feat of 123 seats. It can reach up to 
50 to 60 seats maximum. If it can completely 
revamp the election strategy, there is a chance of 
winning more number of seats, but with present 
picture, it has a Herculean task ahead.
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The Saga of Women Representation

Karnataka, which is the eighth largest state 
in India by population, is going to the poll in 2023 
for reconstitution of the State Assembly. It has a rich 
history with regard to women’s active participation in 
both social and political driven movements. From the 
freedom movement to modern day reformist movements, 
women have played an essential part in Karnataka’s 
development. It is a state which has had many women 
politicians but no women in its history have ever become 
the Chief Minister or the Deputy Chief Minister. From 
1957 to 2018 elections, participation of women has 
increased from 4% to 8% while the representation of 
women in the Karnataka Legislative Assembly has fallen 
from 7% in 1957 to 4% in 2018. The best representation 
in Parliament from Karnataka was in 1991 when three 
MPs were elected - Baswarajeshwari, D.K. Tara Devi 
and Chadraprabha Urs. The lowest representation was in 
1990 and 1998 when no women made it to Parliament. 
After a gap of 15 years, two women candidates from 
Karnataka, Shobha Karandlaje and Sumalata have made 
to the 17thLok Sabha. Karnataka saw the number of its 
women voters rise from 2.13 crores in 2013 to 2.4 crores 
in present year. This time, there are between 49 to 50 
percent women voters in Karnataka and in 10 districts 
of the state, they are surpassing men voters. The ratio of 
women contesting election has increased to more than 
16% when compared to previous Assembly elections 
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in the state. Though women are taking interest 
in politics, parties are not being accommodating 
enough to give them fair representation. Parties 
provide tickets on the criterion of winnability; 
they are not concerned about the representation 
of women and support the legislation only 
theoretically.

At present, there are only 8 women 
among 224 legislators in the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly, forming a negligible 4% 
of the elected representatives. There is currently 
only one woman in the state cabinet, with no 
women among the eight inducted as ministers 
during the expansion in December 2018. 
Election Commission statistics reveals that out 
of the 175 women who had contested in 2013, 
159 women forfeited their deposits; this was the 
same in 2018 elections where more than 211 
candidates contested and most of them forfeited 
their deposits. While Congress has pitched in 15 
women candidates, BJP has come up with only 6 
and JDS has 4. This is the sad reality when 49% of 
the state’s voting population is women. But there 
is a jump in the number of women candidates 
from the year 2013 when it was only 6% which 
increased to 8% in 2018.
 In Karnataka Legislative Assembly 
elections of May 2018, for 224 seats, 2655 
candidates contested in which 219 were women. 
But only 8 won the elections. In by-elections of 
November 2019, for 17 seats, 2 women contested 
but neither of them won. In the November 2020 
byelections for 2 Assembly seats, 31 candidates 
were there, including 5 women, but this time, too, 
no woman won the election. In April-2021 by-
election for two seats there were 20 candidates, 
3 of whom were women, but no woman won 
the election. In the November 2021 by-election 
for two seats, 19 contested, 2 were women but 
no woman won. This shows that women are 
participating but there winnability is poor.

As per the data from ECI, out of the total 
4896 MPs /MLAs across the country, only 418 
or 9% are women. Among MPs, Lok Sabha has 
59 - 11% of 543, and Rajya Sabha has 23 - 10% 
out of 233 MPs who are women. Among State 
Assemblies, West Bengal, Bihar, and Andhra 

Pradesh has 34 women followed by Uttar Pradesh 
with 32 and Rajasthan with 28 MLAs. Karnataka 
has 3 - 1% out of 224 MLAs. At present, Lok 
Sabha has a total of 542 members out of which 78 
are female members. Present Rajya Sabha has 24 
female members out of 224 seats. In Karnataka, 
the state Assembly has 224 seat out of which 8 
women have won the seats.

Major political parties of Karnataka like 
INC, BJP, and JDS did not prefer to provide 
tickets to women candidates. In the previous 
election, INC fielded 15 women candidates, BJP 
fielded 6 and JDS fielded 4 women candidates. 
The number of women contesting elections to the 
state Assembly has a positive trend from 62 in 
1992 to 219 in 2018 elections, but their winnability 
is not satisfactory. The percentage of women in 
Karnataka Assembly has been seen to be between 
2.1 to 3.14 percent. To empower women, more 
women have to contest and their winnability 
should be increased, which can happen only 
when people support women candidates.

Affirmative action is required when social 
or political factors do not allow empowerment of 
a section of society. We cannot look at political 
empowerment of women by just looking at 
solitary exceptions here and there. There is a 
need to implement the proposal of the Election 
Commission of India to make it mandatory for 
recognized political parties to ensure putting of 
minimum agreed percentage for women in State 
Assembly and Parliamentary elections, so as to 
allow them to retain the recognition with the 
Election Commission as political parties. This we 
can see in the JDS party when it announced 30% 
seats for women in the coming elections.

The top priority now is to persuade 
parties to give more tickets to women for the 
2023 Karnataka Assembly elections. Almost all 
major political parties in India in their political 
manifestoes have promised 30%   reservation 
for women in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. 
However, the situation largely remains far from 
satisfactory. This can be altered in the Assembly 
elections of 2023 in Karnataka, if all the major 
political parties provide 30% reservation for 
women candidates.
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Prof. D. Jeevan Kumar
Awards

• Recipient of Lifetime Achievement Award 
in Higher Education and Contribution to 
Teaching Fraternity and Student Community 
from St. Vincent Pallotti College, Bengaluru. 

Publications
• “Insights on Local Governance in Kerala” 
in Southern Economist, Vol.61 No.15, 1st 
December 2022 (Book Review of Manjula 
Bharathy’s Brick by Brick – Democratizing 
Local Governance in Kerala, Concept, New 
Delhi, 2022).
• “A Gandhian Manifesto for Sustainable 
Development” in Deccan Herald, Bangalore 
dt. 8th October 2022.
• “Religion and Socio-Secular Engagement” 
(co-author) in A. Ravindra and Priyanca 
Mathur, eds., Discovering New India – 
Multiculturalism, Pluralism, Harmony, Jain 
University Press, Bengaluru, 2022.
• “PRIs and Community-Based Disaster 
Management: A Bottom-Up Approach to 
Manage COVID-19” in John Moolakkattu 
and Jos Chathukulam, eds., Challenges to 
Local Governance in the Pandemic Era: 
Perspectives from South Asia and Beyond, 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing, UK, 2022.

Papers Presented
• Presented a paper on “Local Governance 
and Cooperative Federalism” at a Round 
Table Conference at Christ University on 15th 
November 2022.

Lectures Delivered
• Delivered a lecture on the ‘UN Sustainable 
Development Goals’ at the University Law 
College, Bangalore University, Bangalore.

PROGRESS BY FORMER PRESENT FACULTY

• Delivered a lecture on Sardar Valabhbhai 
Patel on the occasion of Rashtriya Ekta Divas 
at Padmashree Institute of Management 
and Science, Bangalore.
• Delivered the Inaugural Address at a 
workshop on ‘Understanding Gandhi’, 
jointly organized by Sarvodaya International 
Trust and Jain University at Jain University 
on 2nd November 2022.
• Delivered lectures at the Refresher 
Course at the HRDC, Mysore University on 
“Ecology and Sustainable Development in 
India” and “Vandana Shiva’s Perspective of 
Earth Democracy’ on 28th November 2022.
• Served as a Panellist at a Book Discussion 
on ‘Discovering New India’ at BMS College 
of Law on 9th December 2022.

Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy

• Chief Guest and delivered a Special 
Lecture on “Importance of Indian 
Constitution” on 26th November 2022 in the 
Department of Political Science, Government 
Arts College, Bengaluru.  
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Prof. S. Y. Surendra Kumar 

• “Indian Federalism and Covid-19 Pandemic: Issues and 
Tensions” at the Round Table Conference, on the theme ‘Cooperative 
Federalism in India” Issues, Challenges and Trends’, organized by 
Department of International Relations, Political Science and History, 
Christ University and Hans Seidel Foundation on 15th November 2022
• Served as Resource Person for UGC 14th Refresher Course in 
Political Science to deliver two lectures for the participants, organized 
by UGC-Human Resource Development Centre, University of 
Mysore, Mysuru on 22nd November 2022. 
• Delivered a Special Lecture on “India the Mother of Democracy: 
Major Challenges” on 25th November 2022 at Kristu Jayanthi College, 
Bengaluru.  
• Delivered a Special Lecture on “India @ 75: Digital Rights as 
Human Rights” on 10th December 2022 at Vidyodaya Law College, 
Tumkuru.  
•  Delivered a Online Lecture on “Indian higher Education in 
Transition: The AI factor”, 22nd December 2022, Amity University, 
Noida

Dr. Tejasvini Gowda
 (PhD, 2012)

EMINENT ALUMNI

Hailing from a farmer’s family, Tejasvini Gowda became a prominent 
figure in Karnataka State politics. Having completed her MA in Political 
Science from Bangalore University, she went ahead and pursued her 
PhD in Political Science on the topic ‘The State of Jammu & Kashmir: 
Conflict Management and Conflict Resolution- The Internal Dynamics’.

Her interest and approach towards societal problems was seen 
even in her student life, as she was an active member of the Student Wing, 
‘Student Federation of India (SFI)’. Her insights on political phenomena 
and as well as her zeal as a student of Political Science led her to assume 
her career as a columnist, political reporter, cinema critic in the leading 
newspapers and weeklies such as Samyukta Karnataka and Lankesh 
Patrike. The popularity which she gained through the TV show ‘Mukha 
Mukhi’ in which she interviewed prominent political personalities, led 
her entry into politics.

Dr. Tejaswini won the 2004 Lok Sabha elections from Kanakapura 
constituency for Congress Party defeating Mr. H D Deve Gowda with 
a thumping majority. She joined the BJP in 2013 and is currently the 
Party’s State Secretary and in-charge of Mandya district. Dr Tejaswini is 
recognised by India Today and Outlook as ‘Best Young Parliamentarian’ 
and appreciated as Pro-Active Contributor for parliamentary proceedings 
and debates in the autobiography of Shri Somnath Chatterjee, the Speaker 
of 14th Lok Sabha. She was a member of many Parliamentary delegations 
to various countries including USA, Germany, Greece, Thailand, Mexico 
and Sri Lanka. Presently she is the Member of Karnataka legislative 
Council and her tenure end in 2024.
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Lakshmi Narayana is currently Assistant Police Commissioner 
(ACP) at Madivala Sub-Division. Bangalore City. He completed 
his MA in Political Science in 1996 and secured the 2nd Rank. He 
obtained M.Phil. degree in 1998 from the Department of Political 
Science, Bangalore University. He was appointed as PSI in 1999 
and started his career from Bijapur. Since then, he has served 
as Inspector, ACP in CID, Lokayukta and other investigating 
departments/agencies under the Government of Karnataka. Given 
his commitment and sincere service, he is the recipient of several 
awards/recognition such as Best Traffic Sub-Inspector (2005); Best 
Investigation Officer (2007) given by C.I.D department; C M Gold 
medal (2012); Best Traffic Sub-Inspector (2015 & 2016); President’s 
Gold Medal (2019). He is also the recipient of 72 appreciation letters 
from various officers, 105 cash prizes and 32 Good Service entries.

Lakshmi Narayana K C 
(1994-1996)

Prof. Meena Deshpande 
(Served in the Department from 2004 to 2018)

Prof. Meena Deshpande has more than three decades of 
teaching and research experience. She joined the Department 
of Political Science, Bangalore University in 2004 and taught 
courses on Western Political Thought and Political Theory. She 
is Honorary Editor of Mahatma Gandhi Translation Project of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Bangalore Kendra since 1996, where 
the Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi are being translated 
into Kannada; the first 24 volumes are published. She was also 
a Fellow at the Institute for Studies in Industrial Development 
(ISID), New Delhi.  She has co-authored a book in English on 
Contemporary Political Theory published by P.H.I Publishers 
which is a prescribed text and reference book across India and 
surrounding countries. She was honoured with the V K Gokak 
Award for the Year 2021, and was the first woman recipient of the 
V K Gokak Award. She has translated the book titled ‘Gandhi: 
The Soul Force Warrior’ by Shri P A Nazareth into Kannada. 
Titled ‘Gandhi: Atmashakthiya Yodha’, it was published in 
April 2022 by Gandhian Centre of Science and Human Values, 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bengaluru.

STALWARTS OF THE DEPARMENT

Prof. Meena Deshpande 
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 I have had a long and fruitful association with 
Meena Deshpande Madam dating back to 2004. I first 
met her during my MA course. I was highly impressed 
with her teaching methodology, sharp intellect and  
excellent communication skills. I feel deeply honored  
to have worked with her for my Doctoral studies during 
which she guided and inspired me, with lot of patience, 
to reach new heights. In my current role as a lecturer,  
I have strived to emulate her teaching methods.  
If my students enjoy my teaching to even a small  
degree, I owe this entirely to what I received from 
madam. I wish to thank her from the bottom of my 
heart for making me a better teacher, a better mother 
and more importantly, a better person.

 Meena Deshpande mam was one 
of the experienced Professors among the  
faculties in the Department of Political  
Science in Bangalore University. She was  
unparalleled in terms of knowledge and  
experience. She treated students like good 
friends. Dr. Meena Deshpande had many  
qualities especially the democratic  
atmosphere she had implemented in  
the classroom, which was very interesting  
and pleasant to me because I come from a  
country that appreciates democracy better 
than anything else.

Dr. N. Bharani
(Batch 2002-2004)

Lecturer in Political Science
SHVNM Government Pre-University College 

for Girls,  Malleswaram, Bangalore

Mohammad Saber Saf
(Batch 2016-2018)

From Afghanistan

Bangalore University Political 
 Science Alumni Association 

(BUPSAA)

 BUPSAA was launched on 8th 
March 2014. Since then, it has organ-
ized several programmes like Prof. K. H. 
Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, Panel  
Discussions, Blood Donation Camp and 
so on.  From time to time, BUPSAA 
has collaborated with other institu-
tions and organizations in conducting  
academic activities. 

To become Member of BUPSAA
(click and fill the Google form)

Click Here 

 I have been honoured to complete my PhD  
under Prof. Meena Deshpande mam. She has not 
only been my guide, mentor and philosopher, but an  
institution in herself of work ethic, discipline and  
academic dedication. One can only hope to inculcate 
all these values in ourselves. Even though her students  
consider her knowledge near-perfect, she constantly  
tries to improve herself and takes each day as a  
learning experience. She has always been  
approachable and goes out of her way to help her  
students. It’s been a privilege to learn from you mam, 
and I can vouch the same for countless other students 
of yours who have gained a share of your knowledge, 
wisdom and expertise.

Dr. Amar. S
(Batch 2012-2014 )

Guest Faculty 
Bengaluru City University

Bengaluru
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