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Dr. Vahini Arvind, Department of 
Electronic Media, Bangalore University, 
Bengaluru delivered the Special Lecture 
on the theme “Impact of Globalisation 
on Mass Media in India” on 26 July 2022 
for the students (II and IV Semester) and 
Research Scholars of the Department. The 
Lecture was well received and appreciated 
by the students. 

Prof. Jonathan Schwartz, Department 
of Political Science and International 
Relations, State University of New York, 
New Paltz, USA, delivered the Special 
Lecture on the theme “China Rise: A 
Future of Integration or Conflict” on 26 
September 2022 for the students (II and 
IV Semester) and Research Scholar of 
the Department. The Lecture was well 
received and appreciated by the students. 

Special Lecture Series 3 & 4 

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME
The Department of Political Science in collaboration with Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Central 
Library conducted an orientation programme for PG Students and Research Scholars  
on 12 September 2022, 11.am to 1.00pm. The Resource persons briefed the students 
about the library resources, services, and data base like Grammar and Knimbus.  
The students appreciated the information provided by the resourse persons.  

Vision
 of the Department

 The Department of Political Science aims at equipping students with the knowledge 
and tools required to understand political phenomena at local, state, regional, national and 
international levels. Through different pedagogical methods, the Department seeks to impart 
essential knowledge of the theories and processes in the different branches of the discipline of 
Political Science, as well as the ability to think critically. The Department is committed to the 
values of democracy, equity, justice, inclusion, diversity and sustainable human development



Vol. 2, Is. 3 | Rajneethi  3

ISSN : 2583-4045 Department Events

The Department of Political Science, Bangalore 
University and Department of Political Science 
and International Relations, University of Warsaw, 
Poland had signed (online) the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) in July 2022, and the 
official copy of the MOU was exchanged on 23rd 
September 2022 at the Vice Chancellor’s Office, 
Bangalore University, Bengaluru. 

The Chief Guest for the session was H. E Thomas 
Lukaszuk, Former Ambassador of Republic of 
Poland to India, and Faculty of  Political Sconce 
and International Relations, University of  Warsaw, 
Poland. He highlighted the available opportunities 
and grants for collaborative research projects, 
publications, and faculty and student exchange 
programs. The session was presided over by 
Prof. Jayakara S M, Vice Chancellor, Bangalore 
University, who expressed his happiness over the 
signing of MOU and hoped that the MOU will be 

highly beneficial for both the Universities. Prof. 
M. Kotresh, Registrar, Bangalore University 
stated the importance of the MOU for both 
knowledge exchange and production. Mr. Raghu 
Rajappa, Honorary Consul, Republic of Poland, 
who was instrumental in getting the MOU 
signed, emphasized the areas of cooperation for 
the benefit of both faculty and students. Prof. S. 
Y. Surendra Kumar, Department of Political 
Science, Bangalore University, provided a brief 
overview (Strength) of the Department of Political 
Science and emphasized that the MOU will 
significantly improve the academic credentials 
of both the Universities. Prof. M. Narasimha 
Murthy, Coordinator for the MOU and Prof. 
Veena Devi, Chairperson of the Department of 
Political Science were present, along with the 
Research Scholars and Post Graduate students of 
the Department.

INTERACTION  WITH  PROF. THOMAS LUKASZUK
Former Ambassador of Republic of Poland to India

Activity
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M. Mayilvaganan, PhD 
Associate Professor

International Strategic and Security 
Studies Programme (ISSSP),

National Institute of Advanced Studies 
(NIAS), Bengaluru

India’s Foreign Policy Under Modi: A Perspective

Today, India’s foreign policy is viewed as vibrant and 
efficient. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is touted for 
this success in making India’s voice count in every 
forum.India now matters as an important global leader; 
credited to the Prime minister’s effective public relation 
exercises.Prime Minister Narendra Modi is one of the 
few top world leaders who is considered as dynamic and 
energetic leader. He has extensively participated with 
vigour in a range of bilateral, regional and multilateral 
summits for last 8 years. According to a Morning 
Consult survey, Prime Minister Modi has topped the list 
of world’s most popular leaders since last year, 2021 
with an approval rating of 75 per cent. 

Diversified Engagement
Although economic agenda remains an important thrust 
of his foreign policy approach, however, gradually, the 
security component has been added to it. Soft power, like 
culture, yoga, Buddhism, and Indian-made vaccination 
distribution, and engagement with the Indian diaspora 
were some of the instruments his government has 
employed in boosting India’s influence. By most 
accounts, the government’s repackaged ‘Look East 
Policy’ as ‘Act East policy’ lays emphasis on India’s 
focus on Southeast Asia as well to demonstrate that they 
are acting on their commitments. India’s engagement 
with ASEAN has been vigorous on multisectoral level. 
Equally, with neighbourhood first policy, Prime Minister 
Modi made efforts to personally visit the neighbouring 
countries since assuming office in 2014 and subsequently 
holding a virtual meeting during the Covid-19, which 
was considered a significant move. 

On Pakistan, Prime Minister Modi’s government stood its 
ground on terrorism and demonstrated to resolve it through 
military means. In same line, while embracing Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping for a personal one to one meeting at 

Perspectives
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Wuhan, China first and later at Mahabalipuram, 
his government put up a brave face at the Ladakh 
face off, earning praise for him, both internally 
and externally. India scaling up ties with the 
Gulf countries by way of robust economic and 
political dimension without compromising New 
Delhi’s ties with Israel is seen as pragmatic and 
nuanced diplomacy. Furthermore, India’s steady 
and proactive movement in the QUAD grouping 
is credited to Modi’s leadership. From former 
Japanese Prime Minister Shizo Abe to former U.S. 
President Donald Trump, Prime Minister Modi 
had built a personal rapport, which has mattered 
in strengthening ties. The Quad is dubbed as a 
nonmilitary alliance and essential for India to 
ensure freedom of navigation in the Indo-Pacific.
Importantly, the India’s ties with U.S. have 
extended exponentially in every field, the Modi 
government has sustained the momentum made 
by his predecessor Manmohan Singh government 
while not compromising India’s strategic 
autonomy. India under Modi has continued its 
relationship with Russia. This delicate balancing 
act is seen as a success of Indian diplomacy.

Continuity and Change 
While Prime Minister Modi’s foreign policy is 
celebrated and publicised widely as a result of 
his individual stature, it must be remembered that 
foreign policy making is never static. Countries 
adjust to the changing global geopolitics. Besides, 
foreign policy making goes beyond individuals; it 
is always a work in progress were the bureaucracy, 
particularly Foreign Service officials while 
continuing the policy, makes required changes 
to suit the interests of nation. Despite the Modi 
government’s outreach and foreign policy 
activism, India’s image and interest comes under 
hit due to the domestic politics. West Asia is one 
of the regions that India had to work on to deepen 
our ties and understanding. Likewise, regardless 
of that series of remarkable foreign policy 
initiatives, India has some systematic weaknesses 
that could dent its image. For example, many 
countries feel that India is doing little in terms 
of investments and completing the committed 
projects on time.  More Focus on this would help 
in building a better image of India.

Role of Religion in Indian Foreign Policy Making

Dr. Karamala Areesh Kumar
Assistant Professor 

International Relations and World Politics 
St. Joseph’s University (SJU),  

Bengaluru

Background
India gave birth to four major religions including 
Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Jainism. Religion 
became a significant factor in the framing of India’s 
domestic and foreign policy from the beginning of 
independence. Religion propagates peace, harmony 
and cooperation; on the other side it can also lead 
to clash of civilizations as predicted by Samuel 
P Huntington. Religious, cultural and linguistic 
identity became a source of political mobilization, 
nationalism and citizenship in the domestic politics. 
Religion has become a source of diplomatic 
engagement, conflict and tensions between India and 
other countries. However, India under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s foreign policy doctrine has adopted 
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Yoga, Ayurveda, Buddha, Temple and Pilgrimage 
diplomacy to expand its soft-power across the 
world.

Historically, India is a pluralist, multi-cultural, 
multi-religious and multi-lingual state. Religion 
has emerged as a significant determinant of 
domestic and international politics in the post-
colonial period. The Indic Civilisation has given 
birth to the world’s major religions, including 
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, 
and Jainism in India. In contemporary India, the 
concept of state, nation, nationalism, citizenship 
rights are determined through the lens of religion 
and cultural principles. The recent religious row 
between India and Islamic countries clearly 
explains the relationship between religion and 
individual, society, and state. Therefore, religion 
can be defined as a nexus between international 
communities in the contemporary world order.

India’s Religious Diplomacy
Religion has emerged as a significant determinant 
of politics in most post-colonial South Asian 
states. Particularly in India, the politics of the 
majority and minorities predominantly shaped 
the idea of the nation, state and citizenship. Since 
the beginning of independence, India upheld the 
multi-cultural and pluralistic nature of Indian 
society through the secular principles under the 
fundamental rights of the Indian constitution.
The Indian government’s latest initiative, “Azadi 
ka Amrit Mahotsav” to celebrate 75 years of 
Independence with India’s rich history and culture 
across the world, marks the success of India’s 
cultural diplomacy drawing the message of 
international peace and cooperation from India’s 
heritage as a diverse country.India, under Modi, 
has adopted five new pillars for Indian foreign 
policy called ‘Panchamrit’. These principles are 
Samman (dignity and honour), Samvad (greater 
engagement and dialogue), Samriddhi (shared 

prosperity), Suraksha (regional and global 
security), and SanskritievamSabhyata (cultural 
and civilisational linkages).

Temple (Hindu) Diplomacy
Under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, India and United Arab Emirates (UAE) laid 
the foundations to build “BAPS Hindu Mandir in 
Abu Dhabi. Indian Diaspora in severalWestern 
countries successfully expanded India’s soft 
power through the practice of Hindu religion 
and philosophy. A Street in New York has been 
named after a prominent Ganesha temple in the 
area since 1977. The street was given the name 
“Ganesh Street” in 2022. This temple is the first 
and the oldest in North America. 

Buddha Diplomacy
India is the birthplace of Buddhism and played a 
significant role in spreading the great teachings 
of Buddha to the world. India is successfully 
extending its soft power through Buddhist culture 
and heritage, with many of our neighbouring 
and extended neighbouring countries, including 
several ASEAN members, adopting Buddhism as 
the primary religion. 

Yoga Diplomacy
The Indian government and foreign affairs 
ministry are very successful in expanding 
India’s influence across the world through Yoga 
diplomacy. India also advocated Yoga as a method 
for peaceful, prosperous and healthy world order. 
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
also recognised the importance of Yoga and passed 
a resolution declaring 26 June as International 
Yoga Day. Many Western countries, including the 
US, UK, Switzerland, Germany, Greece and Italy, 
adopted the Indian model of Yoga practices. 

Ayurvedic Diplomacy
India also successfully expanded its medical 
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diplomacy through ancient Ayurvedic treatment 
and products. In 2014, India initiated AYUSH 
(Ayurveda-Yoga-Unani-Siddha-Homeopathy), a 
new ministry to promote Indian traditional and 
old medical techniques. India is also collaborating 
with China, Germany, Brazil, Iran and Magnolia 
to promote research and innovations in the field of 
Ayurveda. The recent inauguration of the WHO-
Global Centre for Traditional Medicine (GCTM) 
and the Global Ayush Investment and Innovation 
Summit (GAIIS) marks the development and 
contributions in the field of traditional medicine 
in India and its commitment to global health and 
wellbeing. 

Possibilities for the Clash of Civilisations
The post-Cold War world order witnessed the 
end of ideological conflict and the revival of 
Islamic, Hindu, Chinese, Japanese and Orthodox 
civilisations as a threat to Western civilisation. 
Islam became the state religion in many Muslim-

dominated countries, including Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, Libya, Malaysia, 
Maldives, Saudi Arabia, Somalia and Uzbekistan. 
Even though the constitution declared India as a 
secular country, Hinduism emerged as a dominant 
religion in the country from the ancient period 
and played a significant role in nation-building 
and framing its foreign policy toward the Islamic 
neighbourhood. Religion is always a substantial 
determinant of India-Pakistan relations from 
the beginning of independence.Since the rise of 
globalisation and multiculturalism, many Hindus 
migrated to Islamic countries, especially in South 
Asia, West Asia and Southeast Asia. Similarly, 
India also shares approximately 17 per cent of 
Muslims in its total population. Simultaneously 
religion transformed from a socio-cultural to a 
sensitive and political phenomenon, where any 
action against any religious community can lead 
to riots and crisis.

India’s  Policy towards Indo-Pacific Region: A Critical Analysis
Introduction:
India has realised the need for collaboration in the 
rapidly changing global geostrategic and geo-economic 
context. The use of the “Indo-Pacific” concept in India’s 
strategic rhetoric underlines the country’s desire to 
“stand up to the China threat” by strengthening security 
connections with the United States (US) and establishing 
strong security networks with like-minded nations. The 
coming together of the Quad nations (India, the United 
States, Japan, and Australia) may be related to the 
China factor. Japan was among the first to see India’s 
potential for advancing several of its main diplomatic 
priorities.China’s “Maritime Silk Road,” India’s “Act 
East Policy,” the United States’ “Rebalance/Pivot to 
Asia,” and Japan’s “Confluence of the Two Seas” are 
all examples of the growing importance of the Indo-
Pacific region in strategic calculations. These initiatives 
are geared towards taking an active role in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Smt. Gurvinder Kaur 
Assistant Professor, Department: Political Science

BMS College of Law, Bengaluru
&

Mr. Keshav Verma
Research Scholar, 

 Department of International Studies,  
CHRIST University, Bengaluru
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Only in the 2000s did the phrase “Indo-Pacific” 
acquire traction in academic and strategic circles. 
Former Japanese Prime Minister (PM), Late Abe 
Shinzo, was the primary brain behind the “Free 
and Open Indo-Pacific” (FOIP) Strategy, as well 
as the inception and subsequent revitalisation 
of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad). 
Since then, numerous nations, including India, 
have embraced the phrase as a geographical 
expression of Asian regionalism, supplanting the 
previous idea of “Asia-Pacific.” Though there is 
no consensus on the definition of the Indo-Pacific, 
most analysts point to security and connectivity 
as two pillars of the Indo-Pacific concept; it is 
defined as “a security-oriented construct focused 
on managing maritime interdependencies that 
span the Pacific and Indian Oceans.”

More than half of the world’s population, or two 
billion people, live under democratic governance 
in the Indo-Pacific area. More than any other area, 
this one accounts for a third of global economic 
production. Japan, South Korea, and Australia, 
three of the India’s most vital allies, are situated 
here. This area accounts for more than one-third 
of the world’s trade. Also, China, India, Japan, 
Indonesia, South Korea, Thailand, Australia, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, and the Philippines are among 
the world’s most significant economies, all of 
which are situated in the Indo-Pacific area.

Modi Doctrine of Indo-Pacific:
India has been a great proponent of the concept 
of a free and open Indo-Pacific (FOIP), launching 
initiatives such as SAGAR (Security and Growth 
for All in the Region) and the Indo-Pacific Oceans 
Initiative (IPOI). India works with its Indo-Pacific 
allies bilaterally or on plurilateral and multilateral 
platforms in maritime security, Blue Economy, 
maritime connectivity, disaster management, and 
capacity development.At the 16th EAS summit, 
Prime Minister Modi reemphasized the summit’s 
role as the preeminent leaders-led platform in 
the Indo-Pacific, where countries come together 
to debate pressing strategic challenges. He also 
mentioned the vaccinations and medical supplies 
India provides to help combat the Covid-19 

outbreak in the region. In addition, the Prime 
Minister said, “Recovery from a pandemic and 
the maintenance of robust international supply 
chains are key goals of the “Atmanirbhar Bharat” 
campaign. He stressed the need to achieve a 
sustainable lifestyle that considers economic and 
environmental concerns.

New Delhi has always paid close attention to the 
Indo-Pacific, the South China Sea, UNCLOS, 
terrorism, the Korean Peninsula’s situation, and 
Myanmar’s political climate. That was also Modi’s 
opinion that “Synergies between the ASEAN 
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and India’s 
Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI), as well as 
“ASEAN primacy” in the area, are crucial to the 
progress of Asia and the Pacific.In the Shangri-La 
Dialogue, India has advocated for a free, open, 
and inclusive order in the Indo-Pacific based on 
the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, the peaceful resolution of 
disputes through dialogue, and the observance of 
international rules and laws. In India’s view, the 
Indo-Pacific is open and welcoming, intending to 
promote an approach that recognises and protects 
the freedom to navigate and over flight for all 
nations. India’s Indo-Pacific strategy is predicated 
on the idea that ASEAN should play a central 
role in the region. As there is a need for regional 
answers to common problems, India’s strategy is 
predicated on cooperation and collaboration.

India’s official admission into the Indo-Pacific 
Economic Framework (IPEF) allows it to expand 
economic cooperation as a geostrategic response 
to China’s rising influence in the area. IPEF aimed 
to build economic partnerships to increase Indo-
Pacific resilience, economic growth, and equity. 
Until now, the most prominent rumours were a 
white shipping pact with Quad nations to monitor 
illegal Chinese fishing. PM Modi characterised 
the launch as a collaborative expression of the 
will to transform the Indo-Pacific region into a 
driver of global economic prosperity. He said that 
India has traditionally been at the centre of trade 
flows in the Indo-Pacific region, with the world’s 
oldest commercial port being in Lothal, Gujarat, 
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while asking for innovative solutions to the area’s 
economic issues.

New Delhi has also underlined its intent to 
collaborate with the Indo-Pacific nations to 
create an inclusive and adaptable IPEF. Trust, 
transparency, and timeliness were the three 
pillars of resilient supply networks. Partner 
nations will now start negotiations on enhancing 
economic cooperation and attaining common 
objectives. Regional institutions wanting a more 
prominent security role from New Delhi are also 
mainly supportive of New Delhi’s emerging 
Indo-Pacific strategy. It has been said that India 
has failed to fulfil its responsibilities as a regional 
security supplier in the east. There seems to 
be a substantial change in Delhi’s attitude and 
readiness to engage with regional entities in the 
security arena under the new administration of 
NarendraModi. In addition to ASEAN, members 
of the Indian Ocean Rim Association want India 
to assume a more significant share of the region’s 
conventional and non-traditional security duties 
and a more prominent leadership position.

While it is simple to assert that India’s “Look 
East” strategy is now “Act East,” executing and 
coordinating this policy at India’s diplomatic levels 
remains a formidable obstacle. To strengthen 
India’s legitimacy and promote its new maritime 
strategy, the prime minister must guarantee that 
his departments implement his objectives. This 
administration is pursuing a higher political will 
to play a more active security role in the area 
via interactions and cooperation with essential 
stakeholders. Modi should now focus on creating 
multilateral alliances in the region with nations 
like Japan, Indonesia, Australia, and the United 
States.Despite escalating tensions with China, 
India has not been able to throw its full support 
behind the United States in the Indo-Pacific for 
various reasons, including former president 
Donald Trump’s offer to mediate instead of 
holding China accountable for aggression in the 
Galwan Valley in 2020. India had to engage Russia 
to urge China to withdraw from territories it 
claims. As a result of India’s delicate relationship 

with China and the war between Russia and the 
United States, Modi confronts a serious security 
challenge. These complicated dynamics make it 
difficult to decide its security policy.

India is now an active member of the China-led 
SCO and the US-led Quad. In other words, New 
Delhi has its foot in two opposing boats. This 
approach to strategic autonomy has so far been 
reasonably practical. Shortly, it will become more 
difficult for Modi to preserve deep historical ties 
with Russia and a cordial relationship with China 
while actively supporting US-led measures to 
decouple Russia from the global economy and 
strategies to control China in the Indo-Pacific. 
India’s strategic autonomy policies have limits, 
especially in light of the intensifying rivalry 
between the United States and China in the area.

Challenges and Prospects for India:
Many of India’s special allies, such as the United 
States, Australia, Japan, and Indonesia, see Indo-
Pacific as Asia Pacific plus India. The Asia Pacific 
is a critical area in which they attempt to include 
India into the mix. They desire India’s presence 
in the South China Sea and the East China Sea to 
oppose China’s influence.
India, on the other hand, wants to work with 
other countries in the area to build a framework 
for peace and security. Developing a single rules-
based system for the site ensures the region’s 
economy and security. For India, the Indo-
Pacific represents a region that is free, open, and 
welcoming to everybody. Those who have a stake 
in the geography and those from other countries 
directly affected by it are included.

Regarding geographical dimensions, India 
considers the Indo-Pacific region from the African 
coasts to the American shores. In the Indo-Pacific 
region, India favours a rule-based, open, balanced, 
and stable trading environment that benefits all 
countries. China is active in Sri Lanka, Pakistan 
(Gwadar), the Maldives, Iran (Chabahar), 
Djibouti, and the East African coastline. The 
regional Gulf and broader Middle Eastern orders 
are undergoing significant instability, which has 
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a crucial marine component.  Given that these 
changes have a substantial potential balance-of-
power component with an existential element, 
India would need to create its strategic response 
considering the enlargement of the Gulf’s fault 
lines. India-Pakistan ties are always tense, and 
there is an increasing maritime danger to India 
due to Pakistan’s intention to purchase eight 
submarines from China. The proclaimed Pakistani 
strategy of deploying its nuclear weapons on 
its sea-based platforms provides a balance-of-
power problem for India and a greater global 
danger of these weapons becoming “loose nukes 
at sea”.India’s economic and energy interests 
influence the strategic considerations. Global 
seaborne commerce accounts for more than 40 
per cent of the total, with more than 15 million 
barrels of oil passing via the Gulf of Hormuz and 
Malacca Straits, respectively. Because of China’s 
aggressive behaviour, such as in the South China 
Sea, the security of the SLOC is an absolute need. 

Concerns about the security of India and other 
nations have led to the formation of new security 
alliances. There is a “Trilateral Partnership” among 
the three countries considering their shared goal of 
a secure Indo-Pacific region, which has led them to 
refocus their strategic framework. Because of the 
threat posed by the rise of China, the international 
community’s top priority should be to strengthen 
cooperation based on a shared commitment to 
peace, democracy, economic growth, and a global 
order founded on rules. The trilateral dialogue 
between the United States, India, and Japan has 
grown into one of the most important alliances 
in the Indo-Pacific region, serving as a powerful 
counterweight to China’s expanding influence. 
The 2015 “India-Japan-US Trilateral Malabar 
Naval Exercise,” a symbolic and significant 
action to counter the China menace, is one of the 
essential components of this trilateral calculation. 
This alliance is all about incorporating it into the 
Indo-Pacific security framework.

Way Forward:
To conclude, as tensions rise between the United 
States and China, middle-power nations like 
Japan, India, and South Korea must step up their 
efforts to maintain peace in the Indo-Pacific area. 
Slowly but surely, India has begun to take centre 
stage in Japan’s grand strategic plan.India in the 
Indo-Pacific region must focus on strengthening 
its ties with all the other countries in the area. 
Defending each other, reducing the threat from 
the outside, promoting economic help and 
addressing potentially dangerous environmental 
concerns like ozone depletion and greenhouse gas 
emissions are just a few of the things that need 
to be addressed.The Indo-Pacific architecture 
affords an opportunity for India to maximise its 
strategic objectives while adapting to changes 
in the security environment. India’s Indo-Pacific 
allies must realise and accept their differences in 
goals, theatres, and regional dynamics if they are 
to collaborate realistically and effectively. While 
France is mainly concerned with the western 
Indian Ocean, Australia and Japan prioritise the 
Pacific Ocean as part of the Indo-Pacific. For 
all of America’s interest in the Indian Ocean, its 
involvement and presence in the region paly in 
contrast to the Pacific. Even though the United 
States maintains bases in Bahrain and Diego 
Garcia, the Middle East has been considerably 
more critical to the United States than the Indian 
Ocean.

There will continue to be a lot of opportunities 
for New Delhi in the Indo-Pacific. Still, the 
government must be open to new ideas and 
frameworks, such as issue-based collaborations. 
If India adopts this strategy, it would be able to 
better prepare for a changing security environment 
with its limited resources and capabilities. India 
will establish the groundwork for participating 
in new global security architecture via its Indo-
Pacific initiatives and deliverables.
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Prof. Veena Devi

Research Project
·	 Lokniti-CSDS, New Delhi in collaboration 

with Common Cause conducted a 
survey on “Surveillance State and 
Governance”. The survey was conducted 
in 12 states and from August  to September 
2022. This survey in Karnataka was 
coordinated by Prof.  Veena Devi as State 
Coordinator, CSDS Lokniti (Projects).  

Delivered Lecture 
·	 Delivered a Special Lecture on the theme 

“Research methods and techniques” on 
20 September 2022, for the PG students 
and faculty members at the PG Centre, 
Ramanagara, Bangalore University 

Prof.Sandeep Shastri
Vice-Chancellor, 

Jagran Lakecity University, Bhopal 

Panel Discussion 
“The Mission 2024: Round Table” 22 July 
2022, 9.00pm, India Today TV

PROGRESS BY FORMER PRESENT FACULTY

Prof. S. Y. Surendra Kumar 

Delivered Lectures 
1.	 Guest Lecture “The Crisis in Sri Lanka: 

The Way Forward”, 11August 2022, 
organizedby Department of Political 
Science, St. Paul’s College, Bengaluru  

2.	 Resource person for the UGC Refresher 
Course in Social Science todeliver two 
lectures on the theme “Is it Globalisation 
or State Sponsored Economic Crisis in 
south Asia” for the participants, organized 
by UGC-Human Resource Development 
Centre, Bangalore University, Bengaluru, 
on 26 August 2022. 

3.	 Special Lecture on “Indian Culture” 
16 September 2022, KLE Society Law 
College, Bengaluru.  

4.	 Resource person for UGC Refresher 
Course in ICT to deliver a lecture for the 
participants, organized by UGC-Human 
Resource Development Centre, Bangalore 
University, Bengaluru, on 28 September 
2022. 

Course Coordinator
·	 UGC Refresher Course in Social Science 

on the theme “Rethinking Globalization: 
Critical Issues and Policy Choices”, 
organized by UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, Bangalore 
University, Bengaluru, on 16-29 August 
2022.

Published Articles 
·	 Surendra Kumar  and et al “Ambedkar’s 

Idea of  Social Justice” Kanpur 
Philosophers (UGC Care List) Vol.9, 
Issue-2, 2022, pp.226-231

https://youtu.be/K2y2AybP-CU
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He graduated from St Joseph’s college, Bengaluru in theyear 1986. 
Pursued post-graduate studies in the Department from 1986-1988.
He was appointed as a lecturer in Political Science in the year 1991 
at StJoseph’s College, Bengaluru. He Pursued M.Phil(1992-1994) 
andPhD (1996-2002), as a UGC teacher fellow, under the guidanceof 
Prof RLM Patil. He has the unique honor of teaching three  
generation ofstudents from across India and abroad. He has  
published ten articles in thejournals and has contributed two book 
chapters. He has presented papers inthe several seminars and 
conferences. He was the organizing secretary of the International 
Political Science conference, organized by the Department of  
Political Science, St Joseph’s college (Autonomous), in collaboration 
with Karnataka Political Science Association, in April 2022.  
Currently he is AssociateProfessor and the Head of the Department 
of Political Science, St Joseph’sUniversity.He represented 
Bangalore University twice, in the All-India Inter-university 
wrestling championships, while being a post-graduate student inthe 
Department.

He was an M.Phil student in 1991 at the Department of Political 
Science, Bangalore University. He had worked with the Indian 
Express as a journalist, besides also having worked with a few NGOs 
in Bangalore and Nagpur. Since 1993, Suresh has been living in 
New York City and Princeton, New Jersey, working as the executive 
director of an international educational non-profit organization. This 
past year, Suresh decided to go back to school, and is pursuing a 
‘Masters in Divinity’ at Princeton Theological Seminary to explore 
the intersection of religion, culture, and politics. He is keen to 
understand the dangers and impact of Christian nationalism in the 
USA, and Hindu nationalism in India, and how that could subvert 
democracy.

Presently working as a Principal Architect, at Google Atlanta office, 
USA. He has two masters, in Political Science and Computer 
Application. After completing couple of additional courses, he joined 
Google company. He has more than two decades of experience in 
solving customer digital transformation needs. Partners with C level 
executives to strategize and leverage Google technology to transform 
their business. Challenge and inspire tech community across the 
organization and customers he works with.

Dr.P.E.Somaiah
 (Batch: 1986-1988)

Mr. Suresh Paul
 (M.Phil: 1991 Batch)

EMINENT ALUMNI

Mr. Prasanna Ankem 
(Batch: 1997-1999)
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Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar  
(served in the Department 1976-2016) 

Dr. D. Jeevan Kumar attained superannuation from Bangalore 
University as Professor of Political Science in 2016. Apart 
from heading the Department of Political Science at Bangalore 
University, he served as Director of the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Study 
and Research Centre; the Centre for Gandhian Studies; and Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts. His areas of specialization include Development 
Politics and Administration, Indian Government and Politics, and 
Gandhian Studies. He was a Fulbright Fellow in the USA in 2003 
and a Fellow at the Salzburg Seminar in Austria in 1997. He was 
invited to deliver Guest Lectures at the United Nations University, 
Tokyo in 2007 and 2008, and at the George Mason University, USA 
in 2011. He has presented papers at international seminars and 
conferences in the USA, Germany, Belgium, France, Japan, Nepal 
and Bangladesh. The books he has edited include ‘The Angry Voter’, 
‘Uniting in Responsibilities in a Culture of Rights’ and ‘Excellence 
in Administration: Prospects and Perspectives’ . He is currently Hon. 
Professor at the Karnataka State Rural Development and Panchayat 
Raj University, Gadag; Chairperson, CIVIC, Bangalore; and Vice-
Chairman, Sarvodaya International Trust, Karnataka Chapter, 
Bangalore.
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STALWARTS OF THE DEPARMENT

 It was fortuitous and a blessing to have found 
Dr. Jeevan Kumar as my guide while pursuing my M.
Phil degree in 1991 in the Political Science Department 
at Bangalore University. Besides being accessible and 
easy to communicate with, I found Dr. Jeevan Kumar 
to be genuinely curious about wanting to understand 
and engage with his student’s intellectual desire to pur-
sue a topic that was interdisciplinary and complex. He 
is the classic educator who recognized that he only 
played the role of the facilitator and allowed space for 
the student to grow organically! We developed mutual 
respect and continued to stay in touch over the years, 
still excited about our conversations and debates about 
contemporary issues and concerns when we meet  
today! Thank you, Dr. Jeevan!

 Dr.D. Jeevan Kumar has truly been 
like a ladder upon whose heights, students 
have climbed steadfast to view and embrace 
success at top-notch positions. Salute to Sir’s 
exceptional vision and devotion to moulding 
their students to citizens with great integrity. 
I as a student of Masters in PoliticalScience 
and Doctoral degree experienced the close 
blessings of him. I can proudlysay that he is 
the master key behind introducing me to this 
field of teaching profession. as a recognizable, 
dedicated and disciplined teacher. I always 
remember and carry forward the knowledge 
and disciplinary educational path which he 
showed to me. Once again thank you very 
much sir for being my soul guru.

Suresh Paul 
(1991-1992 Batch)

Dr.Chaitraprasad M D
(Batch 2005-2007)
Assistant Professor,  
K.L.E Society’s Law College  
Bengaluru
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BUPSAA Bank Details
Name of the Account holder: BUPSAA
Name of the Bank: Union Bank of India

A/C No: 214421010000030
IFSC: UBIN0921441
Branch: Nagarbhavi, 

Next to National Law School

Life time Membership  -  ₹ 1000/-

Bangalore University Political Science 
Alumni Association (BUPSAA)

 BUPSAA was launched on 8th March 2014. 
Since then, it has organized several programmes like 
Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, Panel  
Discussions, Blood Donation Camp and so on.  
From time to time, BUPSAA has collaborated with 
other institutions and organizations in conducting  
academic activities. 

To become Member of BUPSAA
(click and fill the Google form)

Click Here 

Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Jnanabarathi, Bengaluru-56
 * * * * * * * * * * *

 My teacher and my guide. And every moment 
with him has been a lesson. A lesson in confidence, 
in hard work, in dedication to one work. His strong 
value system and his unerring principles is a gift, very 
few possess in today’s time. He has not just helped me 
academically but has inculcated in me a great sense of 
self, which will be of help all my life. I could not have 
asked for a better mentor, guide and confidante, and I 
am grateful for having the honour of knowing him and 
being his student, as the many others who have learnt 
fromthe vastness of his mind and experience.

Dr. Sarah Naqvi Shirin 
(PhD 2015 Batch)

Executive Committee Member,
AASRA-Women and Children Welfare 

Trust, Bengaluru
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