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Department Events

The program began with a welcome note by  
Prof. S Y Surendra Kumar, Department of 
Political Science, Bangalore University, who also 
gave an overview of the Caste Census in India.  
Prof. Sambaiah Gundimeda, School of  
Development, Azim Premji University, 
Bengaluru provided a comprehensive view on 
Caste census. The historical context was also 
emphasised, with the speaker stating that states 
desired Caste census. In 1931, J.H. Hattan, 
Census Commissioner, said that caste census will 
assist the government in determining reality. In 
2010, Law Minister Veerappa Moily wrote to 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, and after that, 
complete socio-economic census statistics were 
disclosed in 2011. The speaker presented many 
writers' perspectives; some said that conducting 
Caste census is expensive, while others stated 
that it would result in more drifts and groupings 
within the society. The fact, as many scholars 
have pointed out, is that the crimes perpetrated 
against Dalits are so numerous that a Caste 

census, if conducted properly, would assist the 
government in developing more effective welfare 
programmes that target the most vulnerable 
populations. According to the Rohini Commission 
Report, based on five years of data, 37% of OBC 
have no representation in educational institutions  
or government jobs. The Speaker concluded by 
stating that a Socio–Economic Caste census is 
important for the nation to undergo transformation.

The Discussant Prof. B K Ravi, Chairman, 
Department of Communication, Bangalore 
University, expressed his thoughts on Karnataka's 
politics in relation to the  Caste census. The 
primary argument advanced was that caste aids 
the government in formulating and implementing 
social welfare programmes. Prof. Veena Devi, 
Chairperson, Department of Political Science, 
Bangalore University, delivered the Presidential 
Remarks. The event concluded with a vote of 
thanks by Smt. Gurvinder Kaur, Joint Secretary 
of BUPSAA. 

On the theme Politics of Caste Census
- Prof. Sambaiah Gundimeda

SPECIAL  LECTURE  SERIES – 02
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The Department of Political Science, Bangalore 
University organized a Guest Lecture on the 
topic “Poland-Ukraine-Russia: A Historical 
Background of the Russian-Ukrainian War” on 
19th May 2022 in the Department. The Guest 
Speaker was Prof. Pawel Ukielski, Deputy 
Director, Warsaw Rising Museum, Poland. 
Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy, Dept. of Political 
Science, BUB welcomed the guests and audience.

Prof. Pawel explained the elements of Ukraine-
Polish-Russian history dating back from 10th 
century Europe till the establishment of the nation-
states, making a reference to the formation of 
Poland. He also explained the nature of relations 
which existed between Poland and Russia and 
how it evolved through the years marking the First 
and Second World Wars, and during and after the 
Cold War. He also mentioned the crucial role 
played by Poland in the emergence of Ukraine 

as an independent nation, after the collapse of 
Soviet Union. Highlighting how Ukraine and 
Belarus sought NATO’s membership, which was 
vetoed by Germany although Poland and United 
States supported it, brought the wrath of Russia 
invading Ukraine, actually exposed Russia to the 
world that it is not a global military and technology 
super power as the world has assumed.

While explaining about the Russia-Ukraine 
war, the speaker opined that ‘History’ is being 
made an excuse for Russia to invade Ukraine. 
He opined that Samuel P. Huntington’s theory 
of ‘Clash of Civilizations’ is still valid and 
along with the seven civilizations mentioned 
by Huntington, there is also the Euro-Atlantic 
civilization represented by the western world and 
the Euro-Asiatic civilization which Russia is part 
of. And Ukraine’s attempt to become a member 
of NATO is actually a part of Ukraine’s attempt 

on the theme 
Poland-Ukraine-Russia: A Historical Background of the  

Russian-Ukrainian War
- Prof. Pawel Ukielski

GUEST LECTURE
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On 7th June 2022 at 10.00 am Warsaw Time, and 13.30 
hrs. Bangalore Time, the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Bangalore University and the 
University of Warsaw took place in blended mode.  Delegates 
from the University of Warsaw were represented by  
H.E. Adam Burakowski, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Poland , Professor Maciej Raś, Deputy Dean of the Faculty 
of Political Science and International Relations, Ms. Karolina 
Trybowska–Greń, International Relations Department, 
Office of the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Warsaw,  
Mr. Jakub Nowotarski, Director of the Promotion Department, 
Professor Jakub Zajączkowski, Director of the Department 
of the Area and Mr. Raghu Raj, Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Poland in Bangalore.

From the Bangalore University side, Vice-Chancellor  
Prof. K.R. Venugopal, Registrar Prof. M. Kotresh,  
Prof. Veena Devi, Chairperson, Department of Political 
Science, Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy, Coordinator for the 
MOU signing, and Prof. S. Y. Surendra Kumar were present.  
The MOU was hailed by the representatives as a significant 
step towards collaborative research and Faculty and student 
exchange programmes, which in turn would contribute to the 
growth of both Universities. 
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Department Events

to join the likes of the Euro-Atlantic civilization. 
Prof. Pawel concluded his argument by saying 
that Russia-Ukraine war needs to be perceived 
in the larger aspect of Huntington’s ‘Clash of 
Civilizations’.

The session concluded by a vote of thanks by 

Mr. C. R. Raghu, Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Poland in Bengaluru. He expressed 
gratitude to the Speaker and to the Department 
of Political Science, BUB for their interest in 
conducting and hosting the lecture. He also 
thanked all the participants and special invitees 
to the event. 
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Indian Politics at 75 years: Issues and Challenges
17-18 June 2022

The National Conference on the theme, “Indian Politics @ 75 years: Issues and Challenges” was 
held on 17th and 18th June 2022. It was organised by Bangalore University Department of Political 
Science and Bangalore University Political Science Alumni Association (BUPSAA), in association 
with the Government First Grade College, Hesaraghatta, Bengaluru. The Keynote Address was 
delivered by Prof. Rumki Basu, Head, Centre for Public Policy and Governance, Institute of Social 
Science, New Delhi. This was followed by a Special Address by Prof. Muzaffar Assadi, Dean, Faculty 
of Arts and Chairman, Department of Political Science, University of Mysore. Presidential remarks 
were made by Prof. Veena Devi, Chairperson, Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, 
Bengaluru. 

The cover page of Journal of Contemporary Politics (Quarterly), 
a journal initiated by the Department of Political Science was 
released by Prof. Muzaffar Assadi and other dignitaries. Three 
volumes of another journal, Anvesak were also released on the 
occasion. Anvesak is a bi-annual journal published by the Sardar 
Patel Institute of Economic and Social Research, Ahmedabad, and 
figures in the UGC CARE List. The three volumes of the journal 
consist of 130 research papers received across disciplines and 
Universities in India.  

Plenary Session-1 of the National Conference was on the theme. 
Indian Democracy @75 years. Prof. D. Jeevan Kumar (Karnataka 
State Rural Development and Panchayat Raj University, Gadag) 

spoke on Decentralized Democracy; Prof. Muzaffar Assadi (University of Mysore) spoke on New 
Social Movements; and Dr. Prakash Desai (Goa University) spoke on Caste in Indian Politics. The 
session was chaired by Prof. Rumki Basu.

Speakers at Plenary Session-II on the theme India and Global Politics were the following:  
Prof. M.J. Vinod of Christ University, Bengaluru (India and QUAD); Prof. Sanjeev Kumar of Delhi 
University, Delhi (India and Global Politics); Prof. Chandrakant Yathnoor of Gulbarga University, 
Gulbarga (India’s Neighbourhood Policy); and Prof. N. Manoharan of Christ University, Bengaluru 
(India’s Act East Policy). This session was chaired by Prof. Surendra Kumar of the Department of 
Political Science, Bangalore University.

TWO-DAY NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Department Events
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The cover page of the Department of  
Political Science’s Journal of Contemporary  
Politics (JCP) was launched on 17th June 2022 
by Prof. Muzaffar Assadi, Dean, Faculty of Arts 
and Chairman of Department of Political  
Science, University of Mysore  at the  
inauguration of the National Conference on 
“Indian Politics at 75”.

JCP is a peer-reviewed, open-access quarterly,  
initiated with the objective of publishing  
original articles, creative research and  
review articles on a broad array of topics 
relevant to recent research trends in the 
intersection of national and international  
politics. JCP encourages manuscripts from a  

wide range of Political Science sub-disciplines  
to be considered for publication, including 
Comparative Politics, International Relations, 
Public Policy, Public Administration, 
Political Theory, Political Thought, Political 
Economy, Political Sociology and Geopolitics. 
Original research articles, research notes, 
review articles, short letters to the editor,  
and editorials are solicited.

The journal will also disseminate information 
about current events in Politics. The journal has 
an illustrious inter-disciplinary Editorial Board 
which reflects the breadth of topics covered in the 
publication.

Journal of Contemporary Politics  (Quarterly)

Department Events

Launching the Cover Page

Continued from page 5 ............
Plenary Session-III took place on Day-2 of the conference (18th June 2022) on the theme, Public  
Policy and Governance. This session was chaired by Prof, G. Basavaraju of Tumkur University. 
Panellists here were Prof. P.S. Jayaramu, Professor of Political Science (Retd.), Bangalore University 
(Political Parties), and Prof. Kamalaxmi of Rani Chenamma University, Belagavi (Accountability 
and Good Governance). Fourteen Parallel Sessions were also conducted at different venues on both 
the days of the Conference.

The Valedictory Address was delivered by Prof. Harish Ramaswamy, Vice-Chancellor,  
Raichur University, Raichur. The Guest of Honour was Prof. G.T. Ramachandrappa of the University 
of Mysore. A Special Invitee was an alumnus of the Department, Smt. Sujatha K.C., currently Deputy 
Commissioner of GST, Government of Karnataka. Prof. Veena Devi, Chairman of the Department 
presided over the valedictory programme. 
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Perspectives

Dr. Priyanca Mathur
Head and Associate Professor,

Centre for Research in Social Sciences 
and Education (CERSSE)

There Is No Alternative – 

The Mamata Myth - Khela Shuru ki Khela Shesh? 
(Game Start or Game End?)

It was during the summer of 2011, when I would travel 
daily from my parents’ home in Kolkata to the hot 
sultry fields of Nandigram in West Bengal, that I saw 
‘Poriborton’ (change) coming. My doctoral research, on 
the rights of development-induced displaced persons in 
India, had taken me to examine the post-displacement 
scenario in three Indian states, viz., Haryana, Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal. It was only in my home state 
that I had found the mere announcement of a Special 
Economic Zone, prior to any actual displacement, leading 
to such resistance and violence, that it uprooted the 34-
year rule of the CPI (M)-led Left Front. The tidal wave 
leading that tsunami was Mamata Banerjee, currently the 
incumbent Chief Minister of West Bengal in her third 
consecutive term, fondly called ‘Didi’ (elder sister).

Didi has been loudly asserting that there must be a new 
option offered to the electorate of India in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha Elections. One that counters the majoritarian 
mandate that the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) and its 
allies have been receiving, enabling it to run the country 
since 2014. She has been arguing, on many public 
occasions, that the ‘usurping’ of the people’s mandate by 
them, has been due the absence of any other alternative 
– and that the latter will be offered to the people of India, 
by the All-India Trinamool Congress (AITC) Party 
under her leadership. A grandiose claim that needs closer 
inspection.

Coalition politics has been as much the lifeblood of 
Indian politics as majoritarian politics, the latter be it 
under the Congress party or the BJP. However, garnering 
the regional parties in India at this moment, under one 
umbrella, to provide a consolidated opposition to the 
ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA) is no mean 
1 See https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/voices/both-aap-tmc-
eyeing-national-stage-but-one-party-has-an-edge/
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task. Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) and AITC, both 
incumbent party winners in their respective 
state assemblies1 are looking at the possibility 
that Indian voters will look for other options. 
The of-late attempt of the AITC towards a pan-
Indian expansion through electoral designs has 
only been in a smattering few states like Goa, 
Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya, Haryana, Manipur 
and Nagaland. The TMC Assam unit President, 
Ripun Bora, who switched sides from the 
Congress, has been boasting that the TMC will 
form the government in Assam in 2026. In the 
Goa state elections this year, despite a pre-poll 
alliance with the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak 
Party and a high-decibel campaign, the TMC 
drew a blank with no seats and a mere 5.21 per 
cent of the vote share. Thus clearly, expanding 
the footprint of the AITC party into a pan-Indian 
presence will not happen miraculously – it needs 
a lot more strategising, it needs social base, it 
needs local leaders – not just a successful poll 
strategist. A poaching spree that drew in names 
into its fold like Mukul Sangma, former Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya, Luizinho Faleiro, former 
Chief Minister of Goa, Sushmita Dev, former 
Mahila Congress chief from Assam, Ashok 
Tanwar in Haryana, Pavan Verma and Kirti Azad 
in Bihar may not be enough.

Perhaps the biggest hurdle in herding together 
a ‘there IS an alternative’ is the elephant in 
the room. Will it ever come together sans the 
Congress? While the party that gave Didi her 
political identity is the one that she would like 
to keep away, will any opposition to the BJP 
juggernaut have a standing with its ideological 
adversary missing in its camp? The BJP’s defeat 
in West Bengal State Assembly Election of  
2021, the longest state election in the history of 
India, had revealed its gap in its understanding 
of the Bengali identity, it’s disconnect with 

voters, and its underestimation of the ground 
level resentment against the massive central 
intervention in the form of intelligence agencies 
and paramilitary forces. Analysing that election, 
Ghoshal (2022) states that the state felt the divide 
between New Delhi and WB grow, that it was  
a fight between the daughter of Bengal against 
the outsiders. 

While Didi’s political style may not be 
sophisticated, let us not forget that she was a seven-
time Member of Parliament before she became 
the Chief Minister of West Bengal. Politics is 
her lifeblood. With the growing Hindu-isation 
of any and every political narrative, her alleged 
weakness may turn out to be her appeasement 
of minorities. Many have dismissed her as an 
outsider to the New Delhi political arena. With 
the Left parties literally extinguished and the 
Congress electoral support shrinking, whether the 
managerial efficiency of poll strategists pick up 
her game, only time will tell. As Monobina Gupta 
(2012) reminded us a decade ago, Mamata reigns 
imperious and unchallenged over an amorphous 
party and to her political adversaries, she is a 
stubborn fighter who has repeatedly returned to 
haunt them, despite their attempts to browbeat 
her out of the political arena. Till then Khela 
Cholche (the games are on).

References

Ghoshal, Jayanta (2022) Mamata Beyond 2021, 
HarperCollins Publishers, India.

Gupta, Monobina (2012) Didi: A Political 
Biography, HarperCollins Publishers, India 
in collaboration with the India Today Group,  
New Delhi.
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Will AAP be the Alternative Political Force in National Politics?

P. Ramajayam
Assistant Professor,

Centre for Study of Social Exclusion  
& Inclusive Policy,

Bharathidasan University,  
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu

Indian politics has been undergoing a series of 
paradigm shifts right from 1960, when the Indian 
National Congress was challenged by the regional 
parties and national parties against the ‘single 
dominant party’ system. Later in mid-1975, during the 
proclamation of Emergency and followed by 1980s 
has galvanized the anti-Congress politics across the 
country and it was succeeded by the regional parties 
in Tamil Nadu, Andhra, Punjab, Assam and Kashmir. 
Simultaneously the national parties like the CPI(M) 
ruled Kerala, West Bengal and Tripura. The regional 
and Left parties joined with Janata Party to oppose 
the Congress in various states and it succeeded 
in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, led by Bahujan 
Samaj Party, Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal, 
Janata Dal (United). After 1990s, there have been 
inconsistent efforts put forward by the opposition and 
third front parties against Congress but all survived 
only in short span of time (1989-1990; 1996-1998; 
1998-1999 and 1999-2004). It can be called as period 
of political instability at the centre for more than  
one-and-a-half decades. 

All these political parties opposed Congress not 
on its ideological practices but seriously focussed 
against its corruption, policies, programmes and 
political excesses in many states it was in power. 
Later BJP emerged as a political force which 
focussed its ideology of Hindutva and is now ruling 
the country. Prior to that it has been in power for 
decades continuously in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chattisgarh, and alternatively in Uttar Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Jharkand, Karnataka 
and Uttarakhand and with alliance in Maharashtra, 
Bihar, Punjab and Odissa. So it has covered a large 
part of India and now it has grown up in every state 
as an unavoidable political force even though it is not 
in power like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana, Punjab 
and Andhra Pradesh. 
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As this is the trajectory of Indian politics, now 
the Indian politics found to have a party like 
Aam Admi Party, which has not spoken on any 
cultural, regional and linguistic identity, and is 
now ruling the National Capital Territory – Delhi 
with powerful majority where Congress and BJP 
had strong presence of Punjabis. The AAP, has 
not been very vocal on any defined ideology but 
it based itself on politics of anti-corruption which 
affects every citizen of the country directly or 
indirectly on everyday basis. This anti-corruption 
movement was converted into a political party 
now spreads its wings in all other states in and 
around Delhi challenging the Congress and BJP 
both. Moreover, social welfare has become more 
important than deep rooted caste centric identity 
politics. Even though caste still drives the electoral 
politics, the poor and emerging middle ‘class’ 
aspirations and everyday struggle with economic 
development combined with unemployment and 
socio-economic uncertainty plays a major role 
in finding alternative to already existing strong 
players in politics. 

As the trans-generational politics lies in economic 
development and social existence, on the one 
hand, the grand old party – Congress has contained 
itself with overall development of the country 
and facing criticism that it has not specifically 
complemented to the poor in many sections of 
the society particularly the OBCs and Dalits. 
The politics of two different set of ideology and 
policies by the Congress and BJP, the AAP rose 
to claim the pro-poor, welfare of middle class 
by articulating corruption as a reason for all the 
issues and unbridgeable divisions between the 
rich and poor in the society. It has reaped electoral 
benefits in the National Capital Territory bagging 
(53.57%) highest percentage of votes in 2020 
where ‘class’ exists more than caste and religion. 
This anti-corruption discourse, welfare measures, 
administrative efficiency and challenging the 

national political parties have contributed to 
AAP to extend its roots further in states like Goa 
(6.7%), Punjab (42%), Uttarakhand (3.3%) and 
Uttar Pradesh (0.38%) and registered its footprint 
in the recently conducted assembly election in 
the five states. 

Now that the AAP’s landscape is noticeable that 
its presence and welfare politics has limitations 
and there are other important problems and social 
bases has to be created to break the grounds of 
Congress and BJP. Since AAP is not directly 
involved in caste politics and success story of 
Delhi and Punjab will certainly have effects in 
the forthcoming states and general elections. But 
in Indian politics, issues of poor will be there as 
long as politics exists. Because already many 
regional parties have succeeded in it but with 
different approaches. The mass-based Indian 
National Congress Party is now undergoing 
series of organizational problems and BJP has 
organizational strength and emerging in between 
these two would be an uphill task. Though 
growing faster, still AAP has to reach large part of 
the country to emerge as an alternative in Indian 
politics which needs long-term ideological, 
organizational and foresighted vision for the 
future generations.
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Congress cannot Survive without Gandhi Family

Dr. Prakash. S. Desai
Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science,  
Goa University

The Indian National Congress as a political party 
in India’s pre-independence and post-independence 
politics played a significant role in terms of mass 
aspirations regarding freedom, justice and equality. 
It constructed and deconstructed many narratives 
revolving around socio-political issues and concerns. 
Though it began its political journey as an elite 
organization, gradually it involved many people 
belonging to different social backgrounds and became 
a well-accepted mass organization. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that the Congress was a democratic 
project during India’s struggle against colonial rule to 
experiment with and get trained in political concepts 
such as liberty, equality and justice. The project was 
continued after independence but paused for a moment 
due to undemocratic tendencies of the leadership. This 
pause should be objectively evaluated because the very 
leadership which imposed Emergency in the country 
was also responsible for making strong the social and 
economic democracy. 

The Congress as a democratic project received visionary 
support from Jawaharlal Nehru immediately after 
independence that was much required for a new born 
nation which had several socio-economic problems. 
Along with tackling the challenges from socio-economic 
front, he also succeeded in tackling the political issues. 
Democratic elections and constitutional institutions 
received great support from the party leadership both 
at national and state level to nurture and protect the 
democratic spirit of India’s struggle for freedom.

After Nehru, for almost three decades the party’s 
leadership came under the control of his daughter 
Indira Gandhi and later his grandson Rajiv Gandhi. As 
it is well documented, this period had both positive and 
negative features associated with the functioning of the 
party in India’s democratic politics. The positive aspect 
of this period was successful emergence of backward 
class leadership in the party. To give an example, due 
to the support of Indira Gandhi, backward class leaders 
like Devaraj Urs dismantled the politics of dominant 
communities in Karnataka.  Ultimately, it resulted 
in social churning in state politics. This was also a 
period of beginning of non-Congress rule at national 

Debate
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level. Overall, the non-Congress rule at union 
level did not make much difference in terms of 
its capacity as an alternative to the Congress.  
Both Janata Party and Janata Dal experiments 
at the Centre could not complete their term in 
office and became unsuccessful in providing 
alternative politics to the nation. Subsequently 
Certain political developments revolving around 
community identities became responsible for 
emergence of Bharatiya Janata Party as one of 
the alternatives for the Congress at national level.

Sonia Gandhi took over the leadership of the 
party when it was deeply in crisis mainly caused 
by narrower interests and weak leadership which 
did not have the capacity to act as an umbrella 
leader for all sections of the leaders within the 
party. It was a time when people were discussing 
in the public domain that the future of the party 
has come to an end. Sonia Gandhi gave new 
direction to the party and galvanized it to face the 
instability caused by the ruling party in all fronts. 
Of course, the senior leaders of the party stood 
with her as great support in galvanizing the party 
which was under insecurity in terms its political 
survival. The role of Rahul and Priyanka Gandhi 
also cannot be underestimated.

Is there any other leader and the family who 
can give capable and sustaining leadership to 
the party? It is difficult to answer the question, 
given the political fluidity in the country. To curb 
the nepotism of dominant communities, India 
needs overarching national leadership which 
can only be provided by the Gandhi family and 
not by any others. It looks very simplistic, but 
the reality is that the leaders in the party are not 
ready to become mature in terms of showing 
their capability to provide national leadership. 
Most of the leaders are confined to their citadels. 
Absolutely, there is no effort to go beyond fixed 
citadels like caste, religion and region. To preserve 
the plural character of the society, it needs leaders 
who can be secular, egalitarian and at a times 
self-sacrificing. This can be found in the Gandhi 
family. Some senior leaders in the party may be 
having intellectual capacity to deliberate political 

issues systematically but do not have national 
appeal to receive wider support from different 
communities and regions.

Intellectuals have been making effort to energize 
the party in the form of providing suggestions to 
withstand the political onslaught of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP). Issues discussed in the 
opinion articles written by the intellectuals range 
from internal democratization to change in the 
party leadership. Sometimes even borrowing the 
leaders from other parties was also suggested. 
But comparatively, the Congress party is the one 
party which has been successively conducting 
organizational elections. There may be some flaws 
but can be rectified, if visionary democratic ideas 
are willingly followed. This is possible because 
the Gandhi family is not averse to such ideas 
if situation arises. Nation has twice witnessed 
such visionary decisions when Sonia Gandhi 
did not accept the Prime Ministership and made 
Manmohan Singh as the Prime Minister. This 
action was not only an action of self-sacrifice but 
also visionary thinking on the part of the Gandhi 
family to recognize leadership with honesty, 
intellect and integrity for the greater cause.

The coalition of leaders and parties like Sharad 
Pawar of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), 
Mamata Banerjee of Trinamool Congress 
(TMC), K. Chandrashekar Rao of Telangana 
Rashtra Samithi (TRS), Y. S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy of the Yuvajana Shramika Rythu Congress 
Party (YSRCP),   and M.K. Stalin of  Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhgam (DMK) could be made 
reality with the support of the Congress Party. 
It is difficult to realize the unity but it is high 
time for all the concerned parties and leaders to 
introspect about state of the democracy in the 
country and come together on a single platform 
to oppose anti-national ideas of the parties 
which do not have any respect to the struggle 
and sacrifice made by the leaders during India’s 
struggle against colonialism. Such unity would 
also help in curbing the tendencies of neo-
colonialism by the Bharatiya Janata Party in the 
name of cultural nationalism.  Otherwise, future 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalvakuntla_Chandrashekar_Rao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y._S._Jagan_Mohan_Reddy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y._S._Jagan_Mohan_Reddy
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generation of the plural India would not forget 
the possible grave mistakes committed by the 
ideologically like-minded parties which profess 
secularism, pluralism and egalitarianism. The 
Congress under the leadership of Gandhi family 
can bring the non-BJP parties to a joint platform 
easily because of certain reasons. Leaders of the 
parties like NCP, TMC, TRS, and YSRCP were 
once connected with the Congress party. Their 
departure from the party was purely on certain 
issues but not fundamental ideological principles. 
The ideological principles and practices among 
these parties could facilitate them to come 
together. DMK under the leadership of M.K. 
Stalin has natural tendency of moving closer 
to the Congress due to the similarities between 
both parties on questions like true federalism, 
secularism and progressive politics.

Of course, Communist Parties of India can also 
play an important role in forging the non-BJP 
political platform at national level. The strong 
presence of both the Communist parties and the 
Congress in states like Kerala may put them in 
trouble in electoral politics because of ideological 
differences. The problem of joint fight by the 
Communist parties and the Congress against the 
BJP can be managed by proportional seat sharing 
during elections, especially elections for Lok 
Sabha. Such understanding is required to prevent 
the divisive political forces to polarize the voters 
on the basis of divisive agendas. For Assembly 
elections, they can fight individually on the basis 
of pro-people socio-economic programmes. 
Ideally speaking, the competition between and 
among the political parties should be such that 
they should seek mandate for governance on the 
basis of inclusive performance for benefit of all 
the sections of the society.

The political understanding between the 
Communist parties and Congress for larger unity 
can be realized only through Gandhi family 
leadership. To substantiate this argument, it 
is better to state the kind of political maturity 
shown by Sonia Gandhi during the rule of the 
governments led by United Progressive Allaince 

(UPA) I and II. It was during this period that the 
country witnessed several progressive policies. 
All this had to happen due to political maturity 
exhibited by the Congress under the leadership 
of Sonia Gandhi and the Communist parties of 
India. Given the situation in the country it can be 
expected that both the Congress and Communist 
parties show their visionary politics for betterment 
of the nation and its people.

There is a difference between BJP’s strategy of 
social engineering and the social engineering 
strategy of the Congress. BJP is genuinely involved 
in political upliftment of Bahujans in terms of 
ensuring political representation to them. It has 
successfully accommodated Bahujan leaders by 
providing them important political positions.  
But this political empowerment is guided by age 
old hierarchical social mentality. One cannot 
expect the leaders to be completely empowered 
given the lack of respect for social dignity in 
the BJP’s project of political empowerment of 
the Bahujans. The Bahujan leaders who have 
been given important political positions are not 
acting independently as per the socio-political 
philosophy of B.R. Ambedkar but rather working 
as agents of the sectarian ideology. The Congress 
emerges unique earlier under Indira Gandhi and 
later under Sonia Gandhi in the sense that their 
effort of empowering Bahujan leaders caused 
greater benefit for the Bahujan society in terms 
their independent socio-political assertions. 
Leaders like Devaraj Urs, and much later, 
Mallikarjun Kharge have made the community 
to assert their right for political space with social 
dignity and larger freedom. This assertion was to 
a greater extent respected by Indira Gandhi and 
later Sonia Gandhi. At present, it seems that some 
of the Bahujan parties like Bahujan Samaj Party 
have given up their fight against majoritarian 
politics and their assertion of independent socio-
political identity. It is time for the Congress and 
other parties to make India Prabuddha Bharat 
(Enlightened India) as envisaged by Babasaheb 
Ambedkar. This is possible given the political 
maturity of the Gandhi family which the nation 
has witnessed.
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Congress can Survive without Gandhi Family

Dr. Kiran M. Gajanur
Assistant Professor

Department of Public Administration, 
Central University of Karnataka

The role of the voters is not only to elect the government, 
but also the opposition. Dr. Zubair Nazeer said this in one 
of his articles. He argued ‘our future of parliamentary 
democracy depends upon political maturity of the 
electorate’. I do agree with his point. Only maturity of 
the electorate can protect the idea of secular and liberal 
India which our Constitution envisioned. 

Today, people who are committed to the multi-
cultural, liberal and secular idea of India are looking 
for a strong opposition party, which is a significant 
parameter of the institutional capacity of a legislature 
and the cornerstone of parliamentary democracy and 
its governing mechanism. I also borrow the argument 
like “Even those who oppose the Congress due to its 
political and economic policies do not wish its peril. 
The reason is simple. Notwithstanding its wrongdoings 
and failures, the Congress is the only party with a pan-
India presence which offers the promise of secularism” 
(Binoy Viswam) but only if party made serious effort to 
come out of dynastic control.

I believe ‘Congress can also survive without Gandhi 
Family’. The grand old party having its roots and values 
back to more than 130 years which defined the political 
discourse of India for years, laid the very foundation 
of the constitutional values in the country, ensured 
working of the constitutional institutions and which led 
the biggest mass movement of the country is now under 
a question mark for its existence and leadership because 
of dynastic control over the party.
 
By saying this I am not buying right-wing political 
propaganda and accusations on Gandhi Family. Today, 
no matter which party it is but politics of dynasty is 
everywhere in India. Nehru-Gandhi family may be 
deemed to lead the way of dynastic politics, but the 
Congress is not solely the model. According to one 
report, there are 34 powerful familiy members which are 
in the many other national and regional parties in India. 
Biplab Majumder points to one study by researchers at 
Harvard University and the University of Mannheim 
which shows that the BJP too is not that different. If the 
Congress had 36 dynastic MPs in the Lok Sabha since 
1999, the BJP had 31.

Debate
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If we take the Congress case, there has always 
been an allegation on Congress for dynastic 
control in the party. The legacy of inclusiveness in 
the Congress for having more than 53 Presidents 
from 1885 to 1990 does not hold any credibility 
now because since 1998, no presidential election 
has taken place in the party and Mrs. Gandhi 
leading the party unanimously from 1990 to 
2022, only two non-Gandhi Presidents were there 
and Mrs. Gandhi was controlling the party single-
handedly. 

The existence of any political party depends upon 
the mass movements and ‘andolan’ on the ground 
working with the people and the party workers. 
Because of continuous decay in leadership of 
the party, the Congress is losing its grip over 
the masses. Even other senior party leaders and 
executive members are not left with much zeal 
to work hard among the masses on the ground 
because they know that they cannot reach top 
level position in the party, so they are maintaining 
the status-quo.

Now, if Congress wants to have mass reach 
and revive their glorious past, it is high time to 
rethink at the ideological and at the leadership 
level. To start with, the Gandhi family should 
step down from party top level command and 
should give way to other Congress leaders which 
will give dynamic orientation to the organisation, 
because ‘Congress can also survive without 
Gandhi Family’ Congress has the legacy of 
inclusive, accommodative nature within the party 
organisational structure. As writer Binoy Viswam 
rightly points out, “The crisis in the Congress 
is not only at the organisational and leadership 
level, but also at the ideological, political and 
economic level. It is high time for the Congress to 
rediscover Gandhi and Nehru.”  But unfortunately 
in the party’s current self-introspection, there is 
no mention of this ideological crisis.

Congress was a party where internal democracy 
was valued very highly.  If we take one example of 
1939 Tripuri Session, Subhas Chandra Bose and 
Pattabhi Sitharamayya both contested for the post 

of party President. Sitharamayya was Gandhi’s 
preference, whereas Bose represented Jawaharlal 
Nehru and others. The Bose-Nehru camp finally 
won but that did not create any issues in the party. 
That was the perception of internal democracy 
which Congress possessed. 
 
Today one class of people or top-level leadership 
is creating a perception that the Congress party 
will break down in the absence of Gandhi 
family. This is an overstated argument for the 
convenience of the Gandhi family. In fact, if we 
look at the ideological legacy and leadership 
diversity of the party, we can understand that 
the above perception is baseless. As Binoy 
argues, “Since party’s historic split in 1969, 
the Congress crafted its politics around certain 
ideological commitments. It sought to represent 
secularism in the country. It was always keen 
to emphasise its belief in socialism, democratic 
values and national sovereignty. It affirmed that 
it was anti-imperialistic. Under the Congress, 
India became an accepted voice among the 
newly liberated countries of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America, with a prestigious role to play 
in the Non-Aligned Movement”.  This was the 
ideological commitment of the party.  Because of 
this commitment, the party achieved so much of 
success at the national and international level. 

For Congress to regain its importance in the 
polity, it needs to be as democratic as it used to 
be earlier. It needs involvement of people from 
different backgrounds to work for one goal. The 
party can stimulate itself by restoration of the party 
organisation on the basis of clear ideology of its 
own. Along with this, the party must repopulate 
its cadres with foot soldiers and flag bearers at the 
grassroots level and set up practical goals to do a 
political spring back in the near future. If these 
efforts are made sincerely  Yes... Congress can 
survive without Gandhi Family.

Debate
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Gandhi: Atmashakthiya Yodha
Translated by Prof. Meena Deshpande
Professor of Political Science (Retd.), 

Bangalore University, Bengaluru

The book ‘Gandhi: The Soul Force Warrior’  
by Shri P A Nazareth has been translated  
into Kannada by Dr. Meena Deshpande. Titled ‘Gandhi: 
Atmashakthiya Yodha’, it was published in April 2022 
by Gandhian Centre of Science and Human Values,  
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bengaluru. 

The book originally written by Former Ambassador Alan  
Nazareth, a globally recognized schol-
ar on Gandhian thought, elucidates the es-
sence of Gandhian ideology- a rare combination  
of truth and non-violence - a pro-active, passionate and 
path-breaking approach, rather than a passive absence of  
violence. It also highlights how Gandhi channelized the 
spirit of self-sacrifice in a revolutionary way and con-
verted it into a soul force which led to an unprecedented 
thought revolution which in turn resulted in India’s in-
dependence and contributed towards ending European 
imperialism. The translation of this book into Kannada is 
a very significant contribution to Kannada literature and 
provides opportunity for Kannada  speaking population  
to understand Gandhi and his ideas and beliefs.  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF FORMER AND PRESENT FACULTY

Prof. S. Y. Surendra Kumar 
Lectures Delivered
* Resource Person to deliver lectures for  
Foreign Military officials under the Indian 
Cultural Studies Programme at the ASC 
Centre and College, Bengaluru on 14 May 
2022.

* Resource Person to deliver a Special  
Lecture on “Right to Health: Issues and  
Challenges”  on 14 June 2022 at BES College,  
Bengaluru.  

* Resource Person at a day-long workshop 
on the 2nd Semester BA Honours Political  
Science Syllabus (NEP-2020), for the 
UG Political Science teachers  of Tumkur  
University on 23 June 2022 at Korategere, 
Tumkuru.    

* Panelist at the  Virtual Round Table  
Discussion (International) on the theme  
“India-China Cooperation in Global  
Governance”, organised by Grandview 
Institution (Beijing) on 29th June 
2022. The Panel included two scholars  
each from China, India and Singapore. 

Articles Published
“Still a Long Way to Go, for Women in 
Karnataka; Reflections on Post-2018 Elec-
tions”, Chanakya, Vol. 16 &17, June 2022, 
pp.10-19.
 “The Functioning of Indian Parliament: A 
Perspective (2004-2021)”, Anvesak (UGC 
CARE listed), 2022. 
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H.E. J.S. Mukul is an Indian Foreign Service officer of 1981 Batch 
with a specialization in International Relations. He has had varied 
assignments in his diplomatic career, involving both bilateral 
and multilateral diplomacy covering political/disarmament and 
economic-commercial work. His last foreign assignment was 
as Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of the Netherlands and 
Permanent Representative to the Organisation for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) in The Hague. Earlier, he served as 
Ambassador of India to the Sultanate of Oman and Consul-General 
of India in Munich. He has held diplomatic positions in Indian 
Missions/Posts abroad in Damascus, Abu Dhabi, Kandy, Colombo, 
Geneva and Riyadh, apart from postings at Headquarters. His 
last assignment at headquarters was as Joint Secretary (Technical 
Cooperation & Economic Relations) in MEA in charge of the Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC), etc., programs. He 
was also the Ministry’s sous-sherpa for the G-20 process and was 
involved with six G-20 Summits. He has also worked as Director/
Joint Secretary in MER Division.

In 2017, Mr. J.S. Mukul was nominated as the Dean of the Sushma 
Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service (SSIFS) which was established 
in 1986 by the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India to 
cater to the professional needs of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) 
officers. SSIFS is headed by the Dean, a senior Indian Foreign Service 
Officer of the rank of Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs. 
SSIFS also has three Joint Secretary level officers, an academic wing 
and consultants

LVS completed his Master’s in Political Science in 1981 and was 
awarded Sri Jayachamarajendra Wodeyar Gold medal for obtaining 
the highest marks. He took the UPSC exam in 1982 in his first 
attempt, stood 17th  in the national merit, and was allotted his home 
cadre (Andhra Pradesh). During his initial years, he worked as 
Collector and District Magistrate in Mahbubnagar district for two 
years (1999). He went to United Kingdom under Colombo Plan to 
University of Bradford and obtained an M.Sc. degree in Economics. 
He worked in State Housing Corporation, Hyderabad Metropolitan 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board, Sports Authority of Andhra 
Pradesh, AP Industrial Infrastructure Corporation and Tirumala 
Tirupati Devasthanams. He served as Principal Secretary in the 
Departments of Investment and Infrastructure, Medical and Health, 
Finance and Planning, Youth Advancement and Sports. Finally, he 

H.E. J. S. Mukul, 
IFS 

 (Batch of 1978-80) 

L. V. Subrahmanyam 
IAS (Retd.)

 (Batch of 1979-1981)
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became Chief Secretary and successfully conducted the General 
Elections in 2019. During his tenure, he played a crucial role in 
policy-making, especially in drafting the Youth Policy and Sports 
Policy. He implemented several reform measures in Public Health 
and Medical Services.

He is married to Smt. Sowmya Lakshmi, who is a post-graduate 
in Mathematics from Delhi University. She taught for a decade for 
CBSE students. They are blessed with a son and a daughter. He has 
settled in Hyderabad after his retirement on 30th   April 2020.

Prof. Sreeramulu is presently Chairman, Department of PG Studies 
and Research in Political Science, Gulbarga University, Gulbarga. 
He has two Master’s and PhD degrees, one in Political Science and 
another in Education. He joined Gulbarga University as Lecturer and 
is now Professor. He has 27 years of teaching and research experience. 
He has held several academic and administrative positions in the 
University. His areas of specialisation are Public Policy, Social 
Movements and Dalit issues. He has organised several seminars/
workshops and deliverd lectures on these issues. He has written a 
couple of books and several articles (more than 30) in national and 
international journals. He has also undertaken projects funded by 
UGC, ICSSR and Government of Karnataka.

Dr. G. Sreeramulu, 
Professor

 (Batch of 1986-88)

Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Jnanabarathi, Bengaluru-56
 * * * * * * * * * * *
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BUPSAA Bank Details
Name of the Account holder: BUPSAA
Name of the Bank: Union Bank of India

A/C No: 214421010000030
IFSC: UBIN0921441
Branch: Nagarbhavi, 

Next to National Law School

Life time Membership  -  ₹ 1000/-

Bangalore University Political Science 
Alumni Association (BUPSAA)

 BUPSAA was launched on 8th March 2014. 
Since then, it has organized several programmes like 
Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, Panel  
Discussions, Blood Donation Camp and so on.  
From time to time, BUPSAA has collaborated with 
other institutions and organizations in conducting  
academic activities. 

To become Member of BUPSAA
(click and fill the Google form)

Click Here 
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