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One-Day Workshop on “Political Science Syllabus-UG”
(Under NEP-2020)

 The Department of Political Science,  
Bangalore University, Bengaluru conducted a work-
shop in association with Bangalore University  
Political Science Teacher’s Association (BUPSTA) 
and Bangalore University Political Science  
Aluminium Association (BUPSAA) on the theme 
“National Education Policy 2020 and Political  
Science Syllabus (UG)”. It was held on 11th 
November 2021 at Prof.Venkatagiri Gowda  
Memorial Hall, Jnana Bharathi Campus, Bangalore 
University, Bengaluru. 
 The program was inaugurated by   
Prof. K.R. Venugopal, Vice- Chancellor, Bangalore  
University, Bengaluru. He highlighted the 
different levels of education and the impor-
tance of NEP at every stage, with wider scope and  
opportunities for the students to explore different 
categories of courses within a stipulated time. He 
also announced that Bangalore University is the first 
State University in Karnataka to start BA Honours  
and BSc Honours courses (under NEP) in the  
academic year 2021-2022.  
 The Chief Guest for the program was  
Prof. Sandeep Shastri, Honourable Vice- Chancel-
lor, Jagran Lakecity University, Bhopal. He spoke 

about the critical aspects of NEP (a) the tenure 
system will make teachers more prone to learning  
and update, while a fixed term leads to lethargy; 
(b)  Although, in Delhi University, Political Science  
disciple is sought-after subject, but it is not  yet the 
case in South India, which a key question that needs 
to be pondered over; (c) emphasis should be on  
continuous education and revision of syllabus should 
not be only for the sake of syllabus, but it should 
be studied seriously; (d) employability is a key to  
sustain a discipline and it cannot be ignored.  Overall,  
Prof. Shastri, gave in-depth ideas about how NEP 
can be effectively channelized. 
 In the second session, Prof. G. Basavaraju, 
Department of Political Science, Tumkur University,  
Tumkur spoke about the syllabus formulated  
under the NEP, how it can be executed in educational  
institutions and how it can be made a more  
interesting learning process for the students.  
He highlighted the strategies that Teachers 
need to adopt to effective teaching methods to  
sustain the student’s interest in Political Science. 
 Prof. M.N. Narasimha Murthy, Department 
of Political Science, Bangalore University,  
Bengaluru, was the resource person for the third  
session.  He gave an outline of the two papers (Basic 
Concepts in Political Science and Political Theory) 
given under the syllabus of the NEP. He highlighted  
the need for innovative methods in teaching and 
gave necessary reference books for the Teachers to 
teach the papers. 
 Dr. Jagadeesh Nadivanmath, Associate  
Professor, GFGC, Magadi and President of  
BUPSTA interacted with the participants and urged 
that, teachers  have a major role in ensuring Political  
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Science as a core subject is promoted in government/aided colleges in Karnataka. The program was  
presided over by Prof. Veena Devi, Chairperson, Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, 
Bengaluru and also the President of BUPSAA. She took the initiative to take the feedback from the audience 
relating to the NEP syllabus, which in turn would be forwarded to the members of Karnataka State NEP 
Expert Committee (Political Science).  Dr. M. N. Ramesh, General Secretary of BUPSAA and faculty at  
Department of Political Science, Rani Chenamma University, Belagavi proposed the vote of thanks.
 

Parents and Teachers’ Meeting - 2021

The Department of Political Science 
had conducted the Parents and Teachers 
meeting (offline) from 2-10 December  
2021 in the department. The intention of 
the meeting was to get a feedback from the  
parents of students of the III 
and IV Semester  about the  
department and to appraise  
them about their  wards’  
progress in the academic year. 
 Many  parents suggested  
that such meetings be held at  
regular intervals, particularly at the end 
of each semester.
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 Democracy is popularly believed as the 
best among all political systems. In discourses on  
political systems comparisons are between Greek and 
Modern democracies. Glovanini Sartori an eminent  
Italian writer on Democracy has compared these 
with great erudition. Good governance is the result 
of governance. It is a process and not an  
Institution. Traditional texts such as Upanishads 
dating back to the epic age of Mahabarata and in 
later period, Kautilya’s Arthshastra delineate several  
methods of achieving good results with emphasis 
on wisdom. In recent times, the idea of democracy 
and good governance are having powerful influence 
and many countries are currently addressing to the  
difficult challenges inherent in freedom. 
 Governance and Development have become 
catchy words and are being extensively used by  
policy makers, administrators, academicians and 
others. Both terms are complex, inter-related and 
broad based. Development is much more than  
bringing about socio-economic change. Today  
“Development Governance” is a much discussed 
theme. The development debate centres around the 
state and its role in development. Due to shortage  
of financial resources and other constraints  
Governments are not able to meet the  
growing demands of people. This affects the 
quality of public services. To make the role of the 
state more effective good governance involving 
public, private and voluntary organisations has 
been adopted (Minocha, 1998). Good governance  

is “Citizen Centric”. In developed countries it 
is identified with minimal state, privatization,  
market oriented policies and New Public Management.  
International Agencies like the World Bank, 
IMF, UNDP interpreted Governance in terms of  
strengthening role of Democracy and Civil Society  
focusing on transparency, equity, accountability,  
social justice and decentralization. To achieve better 
governance and development many countries have 
initiated State Reforms. While good governance  
initiatives are underway at National and International  
level, it demands many pre-requisites to  
operationalise successfully.
 Two major trends are witnessed now days. 
One is internationalization of world economy and 
the other is democratization. The change in the  
nature of development has influenced the urge for 
new development strategies. The fall of socialist  
economies have proved that development is  
possible by undertaking proper policy decisions.  
Globalisation has increased the flow of trade and 
capital and the developing countries have opened 
up their economies. These changes have led to 
a re-thinking about governance as Sustainable  
Human Development with a wider connotation so as 
to bring into its fold not only good governance but 
other formal Institutions as well.    

Good Governance, Democracy and Development

Dr  Midatala Rani
Professor of Political Science (Retd)  
& Former Director, UGC-HRDC
University of Mysore, Mysore

Perspectives
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 The need for a change in India’s electoral 
system has been debated and discussed every time 
an election is declared either to the states or at the 
center. “The First Past the Post” system that we 
adopted after independence has been in vogue for 
decades, but has necessitated a change today due to 
the discrepancies in the present system. Under this  
system representatives are elected in a constituency 
based on the majority votes that they get. 
 In India, except the President, the Vice  
President, members of Rajya Sabha and State  
Legislative councils, all other members (of Lok  
Sabha and State Legislatures) are elected via 
First Past the Post System i.e. if a person from  
which ever party contests elections   
(or as independents) they are declared 
elected based on the number of votes 
polled as against the population in the  
constituency. Hence if a candidate gets a vote  
higher than the others then, that candidate is  
declared elected. Likewise in the state/national  
level, the party (Parties) with a majority of seats  
the majority candidates forms the government. 
Here the percentage of votes is not taken into  
consideration. However, questions have  
been raised, debates conducted regarding the  
above especially after the 2014 elections where  
the NDA had gained only 31% of the share of  
total votes, yet managed to come to 
power with thumping majority to  

Need for Electoral Reforms in India - Is Proportional 
Representation an Alternative?

Dr.Basavaraja G. 
Professor, Department of Studies in 
Political Science and 
Director, Ambedkar Study Centre
Tumkur University, Tumakuru

form the government. It is important to note that 
no ruling party at the centre has polled more 
than 50% of votes.  Due to this, political  
parties that had less than 50% of the seats in  
Parliament managed to get 75% seats. This development  
brought back the discussion on Proportional  
Representation (PR) once again to the forefront.
 Now what then is PR and how can we see it as a  
panacea for the present crisis in electoral system? 
Proportional Representation is a system that seeks 
to create representation from all Political Parties  
according to the public support that they enjoy. 
While the present system of majority or plural system   
favours the party with majority votes, the regional 
and small parties and candidates with second largest  
votes/women are to a great extent neglected and 
are deprived of their representation while a single  
candidate is provided the representation.
 The basic principle underlying PR is that 
all voters deserve representation and all political  
parties deserve representation in the parliament.  
It ensures a minority group a fair right to  
represent based on the electoral support 
they have i.e. in a constituency, apart from the 
winning candidate, representation would be 
given to candidates from different political  
parties/independent candidates too depending 
upon the support system. Thus from a constituency, 
instead of one candidate, there is a possibility  
of 2/3 candidates getting elected simultaneously.  
Advocates of PR argue that since elections like  
census is the opinion of the people as to who  
should rule, it should be legitimate 
enough.  PR works on the principles of Single 
Transferable Vote system (which is also called 
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as “Hare-Clark” in Australia,) as we see in the 
case of elections to the President of India where 
votes from the candidate with least number is  
eliminated and his/her votes transferred  
to others till a final candidate is chosen. 
 Finally, the party list system, the choice 
vote system have been used by many countries like  

 

‘Development’ is, both politically  
and intellectually, the most used and abused 
word and yet it is an attractive term to this 
part of the world. We are striving to catch 
hold of the speed with the western world in 
the competition of economic growth under  
the guise of this word ‘development’.  We, the  
academicians, keep arguing that “intellectually  
there is no unanimity about what ‘development’  
is”. But the state, which is considered  
as the main and steering actor of development,  
seems to be having no ambiguity in its conception 
of development. Whatever our intellectual  
fraternities’ agreement or disagreement with 
the model of ‘development’ that the state is  
engaging in, it keeps moving on and on. Of 
course, recently the environmental issues are  
getting attention even ‘within’ the discourse of  
‘development’. And that discussion is taking place 
within the framework of so-called ‘sustainable  
development’. But, those issues have become a 
mere outcry of victimhood of the people who were  
being affected in the developmental projects of the 

Prof. A. Shanmukha
Chairman, Department of PG Studies 
and Research in Political Science
Kuvempu University, Shivmogga

Development, Environment and State  
state. Within this discourse of ‘developmental pol-
itics’, the environmentalists and environmental  
activists become anti-development and anti-state. 
Even they would be considered as anti-social  
elements. And the environmentalists 
consider the state as an institution of atroc-
ity over the environment and marginalized  
people in the name of growth and economic  
prosperity of the country. But, they believe, they  
are for the benefit of corporate or capitalists  
vested interest. Given this situation, we, the 
academicians, were left with only to take the  
positions of either of these two sides. Whatever  
position you take, you would be invited only to 
indulge in the blame game of both sides and there 
is no intellectual ground to do social scientific  
inquiry into this ‘developmental politics’ and do  
some serious ‘research’ within this discourse.  
Hence, my proposal is, the focus of discussions 
must be shifted to think about why we, the  
social scientists, put into this dangerous deadlock.
  The genesis of this deadlock is the result of 
 the migration of two phenomena from the west 
 to the rest of the world. Interestingly, both  
are at the same time i.e. during the 
last century. One is western model  
of ‘State’ and the other one is western model of  
‘Development’. It seems that both are two sides of 
the same coin. This model of ‘development’ needs 

Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Israel, Italy,  
Luxembourg, Norway, Greece, Hungary, Russia, 
Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. Voters in these  
countries have had no trouble and it indicated  high 
voters turnout rates that they enjoy. However, the 
greatest challenge here would be to educate the vast 
masses as well as the political parties. 
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the same model of ‘state’ and this kind of state can 
only cater to the western model of ‘development’. 
So it seems to be both are feeding each other. One’s  
existence is necessary to another’s sustainability.  
 The state, which is modelled after the west, 
is a mighty state. As Hegel puts it “State is the march 
of God on earth”. Hence, it is widely accepted that 
the state is a mighty sovereign as God is, and trusty 
of all of its citizen’s welfare as God is to his people.  
And it has become commonsense today that the  
state has all the responsibility to ‘civilize’ and  
‘develop’ its people towards prosperity.   
Anything and everything, other than human  
beings, in this world is ‘resource’ to achieve this  
‘mission’. The environment that we are talking  
about today is part of the resource in this state’s  
endeavour of ‘civilizing mission’.  
 Therefore, the protection of the environment 
also takes place within this framework of ‘civilizing 
mission’. That is, the (environmental) resource is not 
just a resource for this generation but also has to be  
sustained for the generation to come. So the slogan of  
environmentalists is “We need to protect the  
‘resources’ to the coming generations too”  
and they argue  development has to be  
sustained even for the forthcoming generations.  
And again who has to do it? Who else? obviously  
it is state! 
 The state that most of the third world  
countries modelled is the liberal democratic state 
of western world. It is a well known fact in political  
theory that this modern liberal state is rooted  
in Adam Smiths ‘Laissez-faire’ theory. 
Therefore, we must remember the Marxist’s call 
which says ‘state is a tool or weapon for capitalist  
economy’. There must be some truth in it.  
Because, we could clearly see the conflicting  
issues of Development and sustainability of the  

environment has a direct connection with the  
‘Capitalist’ model of industrialization. It appears 
as though the state is acting on behalf of industri-
alists/corporate interests in developmental politics.   
The issues here appear to be between ‘development’ 
and ‘environment’ at the superficial level. But in  
reality, it is not development per se, but the state  
and its benevolent corporates who are causing  
the issues that we are talking about in the name of 
development and sustainability of the environment 
today.    
 The human civilizations in different parts 
of the world have evolved since time immemorial.  
Their evolution is not asymmetrical. Each of  
them evolved differently. The nature of their  
difference in evolution is determined 
by their socio-cultural settings and the physical  
environment they live in.  The physical  
environment has determined the nature  
of the economy, i.e. cropping, animal 
 husbandry, fishery, trade and commutation etc.  
This economy in turn shaped the social-cultural  
settings as well as the nature of the polity to govern 
them.  The multiple cultures across the globe are  
witness to prove that human civilizations  
are living with the environmental conditions they 
were brought up with. Each culture, which is a  
repository of learning process, is configured  
itself in such a way that it teaches each of 
its generations to learn how to live with 
the environment that they have. It means  
human civilizations were growing by learning to  
live with the environment. Up until the last century 
this was the case. 
 The western colonialism of the 18-19th  
century has changed this chemistry.  They started  
measuring the other cultures within their own  
cultural understandings and parameters. Invariably, 
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within their parameters, the others become inferior  
and uncivilized to them. Hence, they took the  
moral responsibility of uplifting and civilizing 
the other cultures within their model of ‘true and  
superior civilization’. This ‘civilizing mission’ resulted 
in what we see today as the conflict between ‘devel-
opment and Environment’. 
 Unless and until we situate this issue  
within this project of western ‘civilizing mission’ 
we, the academicians, are not going to understand 
the root of the problem and diagnose it scientifi-
cally to find out the proper solutions to it. As this  
mission is of the opinion that ‘the people of the other  
cultures are not properly civilized and therefore, 
they live an inferior way of life, they have to be taken 
care of by the agency of state that they have gifted 
by their culture. So the state becomes the ‘steering’ 
actor in this process of ‘development’. People just 
become mere beneficiaries of its effect (both good 
and bad). They have no say in their fate as they are 
said to be ignorant and the state is acting for their  
welfare as an agency of their trusty. Ashish Nandi, 
in his writings, aptly brings this underlying  
structure of ‘western civilization’ and 
‘Modernization’ project in the name of  
‘Development’ and bringing marginalized to  
‘Mainstream’ of the developed society. 
 Many, including environmental activists  
and academicians, believe that the root cause 
of these environmental issues and ill-effects of  
development has to do with the phenomenon  
called ‘Globalization’. And they also believe that 
it started, at least in India, during the 1990s.  
But they fail to recognize the fact that these  
developmental projects, which are resulting in  
environmental problems, are never started only 
after the 1990s. They started when the modern 
western state entered into this country. The post 

1990s trends may have accelerated the effect and  
people may have started recognizing it after this era. 
But the fact is, it started much before this period. 
And we should also remember that if ‘Globalization’ 
means free movement of capital, goods, services  
etc, then, it existed much before this ‘State’ was  
introduced to the world. Actually, the true 
‘Globalization’ has existed ever since human 
civilization emerged. Today what we see 
is Capitalist and Corporates engineered  
‘Civilizing Mission’ backed by the western  
model of ‘State’. People mistake this  
phenomenon as ‘Globalization’. Hence, they oppose  
global movements instead of this imposed  
Civilizing Mission. 
 Now, we must be aware of the fact that  
people are displaced from the forest not just  
because of the Developmental Projects, but also in 
the name of protection of Environment or forest too. 
The people who have learned to live with the forest 
which is deep rooted in their customs and traditions 
are now seen as a threat to the environment and 
forest.  And they have been displaced by the state! 
It reminds us that the problem does not just lie in  
Development or Globalization. It is very much in the 
way the State is undertaking these projects to cater 
the Capitalist and Corporate’s interests. People have 
no say here. This has to be addressed in a way that 
people must decide and partake in their ‘Growth’. 
 I know that we cannot go back at the same 
time we also cannot live with these endangering  
hazards of so-called developmental projects. So, how 
it has to be done is a challenging intellectual task  
that we have to undertake. The most fundamental  
step would be identify the root cause properly.  
What is the way out from here is a complicated  
issue. Let me take the ideas of Mahatma 
Gandhi as a starting point to think about  
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 Sandeep  Shastri, Ashutosh 
Kumar and Yatindra Singh Sisodia 
(eds), ‘Electoral Dynamics in the 
State of India’ London: Routledge, 
2021
 This empirically rich volume presents a holistic  
picture of the electoral process in Indian states and 
the return of the BJP to power. Drawing on the 2019  
elections, it presents ground-level data to understand 
various aspects of elections: the nature of campaigning,  
caste, class and identity politics, electoral issues, poll 
strategies of different parties in the fray, electoral  
issues, electoral verdicts, the contestants, the  
leadership factor, the formation of  
government, among other empirical details.  
 The essays underline the determinants  
of electoral behaviour by looking into the  
correlation between the background variables of  
voters and their voting choices. The essays also  
compare and contrast the 2019 election verdicts 
from the earlier elections held in the state under 
study.

Routledge Publishing Amazon

Click Here Click Here

the possible solutions that we can develop further to suit today’s conditions. Gandhi was  
opposing both, western civilization and State, but not the free movements of goods, services and  
people. He said that “If people have real ‘Swaraj’ they cannot be enslaved by anything, either of the ideas  
or of the material attractions”. I think, this is the way we are left with.

For more details and to purchase the book

https://www.routledge.com/Electoral-Dynamics-in-the-States-of-India/Shastri-Kumar-Sisodia/p/book/9780367679743
https://www.amazon.in/dp/0367679744?tag=tafrboinpvlt-21
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 It was presented by the Vinayaka  
Gokak Vanjmaya Trust on 7th November 2021, in  
K R G Hall Auditorium, Bharatiya VidyaBhavan, 
Bengaluru.
  Prof. Meena Deshpande’s notable work as  
Editor in bringing out the Kannada translated  
version of 100 Volumes of ‘Collected Works 
of Mahatma Gandhi’ published by Ministry 
of Information and Broadcasting, New Delhi  
is regarded as her valuable contribution  
towards introducing Gandhian thoughts and  
ideas to the youth and Kannada readers. 
 This work is being carried on 
with the contribution of around 85  
scholarly translators and each volume is about 600 
pages. 

 She was also recognized  
and  appreciated for her  
contribution in bringing out  
the Kannada translated 
version of ‘Courts of  
India- Past to Present’, 
and her books- ‘ Samkalina Rajakiya Siddanta’  
(2000) and ‘ Contemporary Political Theory’  
(2013, Reprint:2017) and framing the  
syllabus for MA in Gandhian Studies IGNOU,  
New Delhi. Prof. Jainapur, co-recipient, was 
also awarded V K Gokak Award, 2021, for his  
contribution to the literary world.
 The Chief Guests Nadoja Dr. Hampa  
Nagarajaiah and Nadoja Dr. Kamala Hampana, 
renowned litterateurs and Scholars addressed 
 the gathering and presented the awards. In  
the event Sri Ravindra and Sri P B Mahishi  
(Former Chief Secretary of Government of 
 Karnataka) B S  Vishwanath - Chairman, VK trust,  
H N Suresh- Director, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,  
Anil Gokak- Secretary, VK Trust and others were 
present
 Speaking in the event, Prof. Meena  
Deshpande thanked all her teachers and colleagues 
for inspiring her to learn Kannada, Kannada  
literature and Political Science and taking up 
the work of translating Gandhi’s Literature into  
Kannada. She stressed on the need to 
bring Western Literature on Political  
Science to Kannada as much as possible  
as it is the current need in the academic field  
especially in Karnataka.

 Prof. Meena Deshpande, former  
Chairperson, Department of Political  
Science, Bangalore University, Bengaluru  
(BUB), and presently the Honorary  
Director, Gandhi Centre for Science and  
Human Values, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,  
Bengaluru was honoured with the V K Gokak  
Award for the Year 2021. She is the first 
Woman recipient of the V K Gokak Award.   

Prof. Meena Deshpande received the V K Gokak Award, 2021
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Prof. M. Narasimhamurthy
 Resource Person to  
deliver a lecture on “NEP- 
Academics: Issues and  
Challenges“ to the fac-
ulty members (Political  
Science), the programme  
was organised by Government  
First Grade College, K.R. Puram,  
Bengaluru  in collaboration  with Bengaluru  
North University (BNU), Kolar on 10th  
December 2021.

Prof. Veena Devi
Publications 
 “Its Lone Southern  
Comfort – Lotus Blooms in 
Karnataka” in Sandeep Shas-
tri, Ashutosh Kumar and 
Yatindra Singh Sisodia (eds)  
Electoral Dynamics in State  
of India London: Routledge, 2021

Dr. S. Y. Surendra Kumar
Publications 
 “India’s Engagement 
with its Diaspora  in Southeast  
Asia: A Neglected Diaspora?” in  
M.Mayilvaganan (ed) ASEAN 
and India-ASEAN Relations:  
Navigating Shifting Geopolitics 
(London:  Routledge, 2021)
 “India looking beyond SAARC: Is it  
Benefiting?” in Adluri  Subramanyam Raju (ed.)  
Bilateralism and Multilateralism in South Asia: (Lon-
don:  Routledge, 2021)
Lectures delivered
 Resource Person for UGC Refresher Course 
in Political Science and Public Administration to  
deliver two lectures for the participants, organized 
by UGC-Human Resource Development Centre,  
University of Mysore, Mysuru, on 24 September 
2021. 
 Resource Person to deliver a Special  
Lecture (offline) “Indian Constitutions at 71:  
Importance and Challenges” for the  
faculty and students of Department of  
Humanities, Ramaiah College of Arts, Science and 

Commerce, Bengaluru on 26 November 2021. 
 Resource Person at the International  
Symposium (online) to deliver speak on “Right  
to Health as Fundamental Right”, jointly organized  
by Department of Studies and Research in  
Political Science, Tumkur University, Tumakuru  
and DigiSaksham (An initiative of SEMS) on  
10 December 2021.



Rajneethi  |  12

Dr.Jayamala (Ph.D. 2007)
Actress and Politician

 Dr. Jayamala is a 
well known Indian actress 
and politician. She was 
the Member of Legislative 
Council (MLC) from June 
2014 to June 2020, and 
also became the Minister  
for Women and Child  

Development and Empowerment of Different-
ly Abled and Senior Citizens in the Government 
of Karnataka. She was Minister for Kannada and  
Culture, and Information and Public Relations  
from 2018 to 2019. Based on her significant  
contribution to Kannada film industry, she 
was elected the first woman President of 
the Karnataka Film Chamber of Commerce 
in 2008. She completed her M A in Political  
Science (Distant education mode) and in 2007  
she completed her Ph.D in Political Science.  Her 
thesis was titled “A Study of the Administrative 
Set-Up for the Rehabilitation of Destitute Women 
in Karnataka” and worked under the guidance of 
late Prof. M.G. Krishnan, Department of Political  
Science, Bangalore University. She has been very  
vocal on issues pertaining to gender, women  
empowerment and transgender. 

Smt. Sandhya Mendonca  
(Batch 1984-1986), 
Author, writer, editor,  
publisher and a cultural evan-
gelist
 Sandhya Mendonca 
completed M.A in Political  

Science with specialisation in International  
Relations and secured 2nd Rank.  She is 
an author, writer, editor, publisher and a  
cultural evangelist. She is the Founder, MD and 
Chief Editor of Raintree Media.  
Prior to starting her company, she had a 
17 year career as a journalist with leading  
publications such as Deccan Herald, Sunday  
magazine, Ananda Bazar Patrika group, the  
Mid-Day newspaper. She has been a columnist 
for the Times of India, the Hindustan Times and 
the Goa Herald. She also reported for the  
Business Breakfast Show on Doordarshan, among 
others. She has also been a Visiting Professor at the 
IIIM-B and a media consultant for several lifestyle 
and F&B brands. 
 Amongst the prestigious books she has  
published are two coffee table books for the Raj  
Bhavan Bangalore to be given to state guests. 
‘Raj Bhavan Karnataka - Through the Ages’ and  
‘Karnataka - A Cultural Odyssey’. She has also  
authored ‘Disrupt & Conquer - How TTK 
Prestige became a Billion Dollar Company’. 
which was in the Amazon Editor’s picks  
as Memorable Books of 2018 and Best of  
business & leadership from 2018 and ‘Reva  
EV: India’s Green Gift to the World’, a book  
about India’s first electric car that was invented  
by the Maini Group. She founded  
India’s first multi-arts festival by women,  
the ‘Under the Raintree Women’s Cultural  
Festival’, which has conducted two  
successful editions with collaborations from  
artists from across India and with the support 
 of UK, Canada and Israel. 

PROMINENT ALUMNI

Prominent Alumni
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Awards & Recognition: 
 Smt.Sandhya was conferred the Desa  
Snehi award from the India Development  
Foundation for qualitative journalism and  
humanitarian concern in November 2015.  
She received the Global Achievers Foundation  
Award for outstanding contribution to national 
 unity & economic growth in February 2016.  
The Institution of Engineers, Karnataka State  
Centre, felicitated Smt. Sandhya for yeoman  
service to society in March 2016. She received 
 the ‘Shrama Sadhana’ Shining Star 
award for achieving success through  
professional excellence from the ISBR, ELCIA  
& PRCI in May 2016. She was conferred the  
GCU international women’s day award in 2019

Dr. Paul Newman, (Ph.D 2009)
Principal

  Dr. Paul Newman  
obtained Ph.D Degree in  
Political Science (2009) 
and also in History from  
Bangalore University. In  
addition, he successfully 
completed the Summer 

School in Forced Migration, Refugee Study Centre, 
 Oxford University, England.  He has taught  
history for the past 25 years at various institutions in 
 Bangalore. He is a prolific writer, researcher and 
speaker. He specializes in human rights related  
subjects and has travelled extensively across the 
world. 
 He addressed the Malaysian Parliamentary 
Caucus on Sri Lanka on “Why Malaysia should vote 
against Sri Lanka at the UNHRC 2013”, February  
18th 2013 and again on “The ongoing structural  
Genocide of Tamils in Sri Lanka”, November 13th  

2014 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Delivered the 
Prof.C.J.Elizer Memorial Lecture on ‘Human  
Rights in South Asia’ at Monash University, 
Melbourne, August 18th, 2013. He is a Reviewer at 
State University of New York, USA and has delivered 
guest lectures at the Utica College, New York apart 
from being a resource person at the UGC Academic 
Staff Colleges at Bangalore, Mysore and Calicut. 
 He is an Observer and participant at the 
UN Human Rights Council, Geneva, Switzerland 
since 2012. He was member of the fact-finding team 
on the state response after the Cyclone Ockhi in  
Southern Tamil Nadu and Kerala in December  
2017. He addressed the European Union MEPs  
on 18th May 2018 at the European Parliament,  
Brussels. He was a special guest speaker at the  
First Yazidi Genocide Conference at Erbil, Ira-
qi Kurdistan, August 2018. He was also one of 
the International Observers at the Catalonian  
Referendum Trials at Madrid, Spain,  
February to June 2019. He is a recognised PhD 
guide at Bharathiyar University Coimbatore.  
He is also a NCC Officer holding the highest  
rank of Squadron Leader. 

Mr. Pradeep G N 
(2006-2008)
 Special Officer to  
Dr. C N. Ashwathnarayan, 
Minister of Higher Education,  
IT/BT and Skill Development, 
Government of Karnataka.  
He is also buddingwildlife 
photographer and some 
of the best pictures he has captured are posted  
in next page.
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© Mr. Pradeep G N
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Stalwarts of the Department
Prof. R.L.M. Patil

Stalwarts  of the Department

Department of Political Science, Bangalore University, Jnanabarathi, Bengaluru-56 
*  *  *  *  *

 I was indeed blessed to be a student of 
Patil Sir, initially for my post graduation and  
later privileged to be guided by him for my  
MPhil and Ph. D. He has always been a stickler 
for quality research. He is a born teacher and 
scholar known to have an analytical, creative and 
critical bent of mind. He made a huge impact  
on my career and professional life. Sir your  
dedication, passion, creativity and motivation 
have left an indelible mark on my life. Thank 
you Sir and wish you good health, happiness and 
long life.

 Patil sir is very kind but strict. His 
approach to students was firm and commanding.  
I vividly remember him taking extra  
classes at morning at 8.00 am 
and all students, who had opted  
Foreign Policy as specialisation used to be  
present. None of them would like to miss 
his class. He was straight to the point. His 
class is permanently painted in my memory.  
And he continues to be an inspirational teacher 
for me.

 Prof. R.L.M. Patil, was a the Former Chairman, 
Department of Political Science, Bangalore University,  
Bengaluru. He was born in 1942, completed his M.A. 
Political Science in 1965 from Karnatk University,  
Dharwad. In 1973, he completed his Ph.D. on the 
topic  “International Politics and Nuclear Weapons”  
from School of International Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. 
 He worked as a Lecturer at Delhi Univer-
sity from 1968 to 1979, and as Reader in Defence  
Studies at Madras University from 1979 to1981.  
From 1981 to 2002, he was a Reader and later Professor of  
Political Science at Bangalore University. He also 
served in various capacities as Member of Senate and 
Academic Council in Bangalore University (1980 to 
1981). From 2009 onwards he served as a Syndicate  
Member, Karnataka State Open University,  
Mysore and Director, Centre for Educational and 
Social Studies (CESS) Bangalore. He has published 
more than 40 research papers, three books, three 
monographs, and successfully guided five Ph.D. 
and 50 M.Phil. students. At the age of 79 years, he  
continues to share his knowledge and expertise with 
several higher education institutions in India. 

Bangalore University Political Science Alumni Association (BUPSAA)

 BUPSAA was launched on 8th March 2014. Since then, it has organized several programmes like 
Prof. K. H. Cheluva Raju Memorial Lecture, Panel Discussions, Blood Donation Camps and so on. From 
time to time, BUPSAA has collaborated with other institutions and organizations in conducting academic 
activities.              To become a Member of BUPSAA

(click and fill the Google form)

Dr. M J Vinod
(Batch 1980-82)

Professor, Christ University, 
Bengaluru

Dr. Poornima. G R
(Batch 1992-94)

Associate Professor
GFGC, Rajajinaga, Bengaluru

https://forms.gle/2UDPDo7K6LHodHqe7

